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Dear Parents/Carers,

My message in Midhurst Matters for this edition will focus on our
students and their achievements over the last few weeks.

Following a very demanding process of personal statements,
assessments and interviews, three of our Year 13 students have
received offers from outstanding institutions. 

These students are:

Ben S - Engineering, Pembroke College Cambridge
Theo W - Modern and Medieval Languages, Girton College, Cambridge
Daniel K - Violin, The Royal Welsh College of Music

The students deserve huge congratulations for receiving these offers. I know they,
and their peers, are working hard to get the grades they need. Congratulations to
many of our other Sixth Form students who have offers from top universities and
apprenticeship providers.
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Several of our musicians also won awards at Chichester Festival of Music, Dance and
Speech this month. 

These students are:
 
Leah S - Flute: honours, silver medal

Molly B -Clarine: honours

Daniella S - Clarinet: outstanding

Calla T - Clarinet: outstanding, silver medal

Elphina D-B - Clarinet: outstanding, bronze medal

Poppy W - teacher / student duet: outstanding, silver medal

Tilly W - teacher / student duet: honours, bronze medal

Nick L- honours

In addition, Esme and Willow also represented West Sussex in the Rotary Young Musician
competition for flute and singing respectively. They competed against Sussex, Kent and
Surrey in the regional competition.

I'd like to thank our Sixth Form students and Mr Lamb who 'Braved the Shave' this week in
support of Macmillan and Midhurst Palliative care. The students raised over £2,100,
which is a fantastic achievement. Well done to all of them for taking part, to our Sixth
Form for organising it and to everyone who donated.

Have a lovely half-term.

Best wishes.

Stuart Edwards
Principal

PRINCIPALS MESSAGE continued



Respect, Happiness, Achievement

CHARITY EVENTS

BRAVE THE SHAVE

First of all, I would like to again thank the incredibly brave Lucas, Leo, Barney, Nick, Gus and Mr
Lamb as without their (somewhat reluctant) willingness to part ways with their hair, none of
this would be possible. I would also like to thank all the other Sixth Form students that helped,
the Charity and House Leaders who sacrificed mornings and lunchtimes to sell tickets, in
particular Archie Jandac. But most of all I would like to thank Mrs Shadbolt, who, as ever, was
immensely supportive throughout the entire process. Her organisation and readiness to help
played a key role in making the event run smoothly, it would have been far more difficult
without her support. 

Also another big thank you to Emma and Nicola from the Midhurst Macmillan Palliative Care
plus all the incredible donations from parents, students, friends who helped us exceed our
target of £1,000 and raise over £2,100!  Thank you.

Ben Sullivan - Sixth Form

BEFORE... BEFORE... 

AFTER... AFTER... 
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CHARITY EVENTS



Respect, Happiness, Achievement

DIARY DATES AND HOUSE POINTS

Week B
Mon 23 Feb 

Year Group
Year 8
Year 11
Year 13

Classroom based exams this week.
Eng Lang, Eng Lit, Maths, Science exams this week
Internal Exams this week

 Tues 24 Feb Year 9 IPV Vaccinations
Sussex Schools Cross Country

Wed 25 Feb

Thurs 26 Feb

Fri 27 Feb

Week A
Mon 2 March

Tues 3 March
All Years

Years 8 & 11
Year 13

Careers Fair
Classroom based exams this week
Internal Exams continue this week

Wed 4 March

Thurs 5 March Year 9 Virtual Parents Evening

Fri 6 March

Fortnightly Ahead

AUSTEN
152,285

KIPLING135,607
TENNYSON
183,796

WOOLF

146,10
0
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KS3 & KS4 ASSESSMENT DIARY

Week beginning : 23 February 2026

At MRC students in KS3 sit two assessments per year, Year 10 sit three and Year 11 sitting
more, especially in core subjects, to help preparations for GCSE exams in the summer.
These assessments support students to reflect on their progress, provide opportunities to
practice and prepare for KS4 GCSE assessments in a ‘low stakes’ situation, provide
teachers with an objective and comprehensive piece of work to judge students progress
and an opportunity to report to parents/carers an accurate measure of their child’s
academic progress. These assessments cannot be ‘failed’ and simply give us all an
indication of progress and attainment in different subjects – for many an encouragement,
for a few some motivation to commit to hard work and progress.

Assessments and Parents Evenings are coming up for the following year groups:

• Year 11 & 13: Internal assessments in the Theatre straight back after half-term (23
February) and in class week beginning 2 March 26.

• Year 8: in class assessments for all subjects (except English, mathematics, science and
MFL) in the fortnight beginning 23 February 2026.

If they have not already, over the next week or two, class teachers will be sharing details of
forthcoming assessments with your child, including the length of assessment, type of
questions, topics that will be in the assessment and some revision activities that will be
useful to help your child prepare. This will be available on Arbor as an assignment.

Additional information, dates for individual classes / subjects and revision guidance can
be found on the college website (https://www.mrc-academy.org/curriculum/revision-
resources) at any time; this page provides useful ideas and strategies to support
independent and effective revision by any child at any time.

Experience shows us that students who are well rested, have had a good breakfast and
are properly prepared with the right equipment experience less stress and anxiety before
assessments, and perform better. We thank you for supporting your child in their
preparation.

We are also mindful that these assessments can create a degree of stress and anxiety.
We do not want our students to feel overwhelmed – please do contact your Head of Year
for support and advice should this be the case.

NOTICES

https://www.mrc-academy.org/curriculum/revision-resources
https://www.mrc-academy.org/curriculum/revision-resources
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NOTICES

YELLOW SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPH ORDER CLOSING DATE - TUESDAY 24 FEBRUARY
 
Please be advised if you have NOT yet placed your School Photograph order, the order
closing date is Tuesday 24th February.

Please visit www.smileYellow.com using the passwords on the Proofcard.
 

FOOD ALLERGY
  

http://www.smileyellow.com/


HOMEWORK CLUB – LUNCHTIME SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS

We would like to remind parents and carers that Homework Club is available every
lunchtime to support students with their homework and independent study.

Homework Club takes place in Room T107 and is open to all students. There is no need to
sign up in advance – students can simply turn up on any day that suits them.

The club provides a quiet, supportive environment where students can:

Complete homework tasks
Ask for help or clarification if they are unsure about an assignment

Homework Club is a great option for students who benefit from additional structure or
support during the school day.

We encourage students to make use of this valuable resource whenever they need it.
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NOTICES

YEAR 11 BREAKFAST STUDY CLUB 🥐🍊

Year 11 students are invited to attend our Quiet Study Space in Room W101 every morning
from 8:00am.

This is a calm and focused environment designed to help you complete homework, revise
key content and prepare confidently for your GCSEs. We strongly encourage all Year 11
students to make the most of this dedicated study time.

And there’s an added incentive! By coming along, putting in the work and using the time
productively, you can enjoy a well-earned breakfast of a croissant and a glass of orange
juice.

Start your day positively, stay ahead with your studies, and reap the benefits - both
academically and at breakfast!

We look forward to seeing you there!
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DEPARTMENT NEWS - SCIENCE

SCIENTIST
O F  T H E  H A L F  T E R M

Well�done�to�all�our�budding�scientists,�but�a
special�mention�goes�to�the�
Scientists�of�the�Half�Term!

Well�done�-�keep�up�the�good�work!

Year�7�-�J�Paradise,�J�Turnbull�&�N�Jones�
Year�8�-�A�Daltrey�&�B�Gadd
Year�9�-�A�Simms�&�C�Riou

Year�10�-�G�Turnbull�&�A�Terry
Year�11�-�C�Ison,�E�Boer�&�C�Blyth
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DEPARTMENT NEWS - SCIENCE

🚨 KS3 STEM Challenge: Step into the NHS! 🚨
 
Get creative and showcase an NHS role of your
choice by designing an innovative job advert! 🏥✨
 
What to do:

Highlight the role’s key responsibilities, skills, and
qualifications.
Use your research to make your entry engaging
and informative.

 
💡 Tip: For extra inspiration, explore the NHS Careers
A-Z website to discover roles you might not have
heard of!
 
Entry options:

Work solo or in teams of up to 4
Be creative: poster, digital media, video, or written
submission

Judging will focus on:
Student Appeal (30%) – fun, engaging, and clear
Creativity (30%) – original ideas, innovative presentation
Understanding of the Role (40%) – duties, skills, qualifications, and career pathways

 
📅 Deadline: Thursday 27 February 2026
📍 Submit at the Step into the NHS Box (reception) or email ben.elliott@mrc-academy.org

➡ Don’t forget to include your name(s) and year group!
 
This is your chance to research NHS careers, get creative, and showcase your talents! 💪



CHICHESTER CORPORATE CHALLENGE RACE SERIES 2026

Dates: 25 February, 11 March and 25 March 2026
Location: Chichester Town Centre
Start time: From 6.30pm

Students at Midhurst Rother College are invited to take part in the Chichester Corporate
Challenge running series. This is an optional event held over three evenings.

Race Schedule
7.00pm – Years 7–10 Girls: 2100m (3 laps)
7.15pm – Years 7–8 Boys: 2100m (3 laps)
and Years 9–10 Boys: 2800m (4 laps)

Students in Years 11, 12 and 13 must enter the 
adult races
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DEPARTMENT NEWS - PE

Students must arrange their own transport. They should meet outside TJ Jones, North Street,
between 6.15pm and 6.30pm.

The entry fee is £12 for the full series, payable online directly to the organisers. When entering,
please select “Midhurst Rother College” as the school so entries can be collated.
Students should wear normal PE kit, suitable footwear, warm clothing for before and after the
race, and bring water and a light snack.

Parents are also welcome to take part as part of the school team. The adult race distance is
4500m. Entry costs £20 (£18 if club-affiliated) and uses the same entry link—please select the
adult event at the top of the page. Adult races start at approximately 7.30pm, after junior
races conclude.

Please complete the online entry (https://www.chichester-runners.org.uk/corporate-
challenge/)and then reply to me by email, aaron.hancock@mrc-academy.org to confirm
participation before Wednesday 25 February 2026.

Mr Hancock

Further details, including the course map
and results, can be found on the Corporate
Challenge website
https://www.chichester-
runners.org.uk/corporate-challenge/

https://www.chichester-runners.org.uk/corporate-challenge/
https://www.chichester-runners.org.uk/corporate-challenge/
https://www.chichester-runners.org.uk/corporate-challenge/
https://www.chichester-runners.org.uk/corporate-challenge/


Respect, Happiness, Achievement

DEPARTMENT NEWS - READING

GCSE REVISION

For parents and carers of year 11’s,
MRC’s library has a wide variety
of subject textbooks available to
borrow to support students with
their GCSE revision.

READING INTERVENTION - COFFEE MORNING

We had another fantastic turnout for our Reading Intervention Coffee Morning on 3
February, where parents and carers were invited to come into school to chat and learn a
bit more about the various reading interventions that take place here at MRC. Parents went
away with strategies to support reading at home linked to our reading intervention
programmes such as Fresh Start and Rapid Reader. 

VALENTINE’S DAY

This month our theme
in the library is
'February Valentine
reads and story telling'
as part of our year of
celebrating reading.
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DEPARTMENT NEWS - READING
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DEPARTMENT NEWS - READING

NATIONAL YEAR OF READING

As part of The National Year of Reading you can support our amazing students reading in
MRC’s Readathon by donating what you can at Readathon - sponsor a student during 23
February to 6 March. All students will have an opportunity to take part in this challenge in
the library during English lessons or social times, and all funds raised will support Read for
Good ‘s work bringing the magic of books and stories to children in hospital! The four most
dedicated readers will win a new book on World Book Day too!

WORLD BOOK DAY

We have a jam-packed schedule for World Book Day on Thursday 5th March, not only will we
be continuing our Readathon, but we will also have aspiring local author, Vincent Shaw, hold
a talk for Year 7 in the Theatre and a group of five hard-working students will be spending
book vouchers on a trip to our local Waterstones.



SIXTH
FORM
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SIXTH FORM

WEALD & DOWNLAND MUSEUM TRIP

Last week Year 12 History students took part
in a live history experience at the Weald and
Downland Museum in Singleton. The
historical interpreters were from the year
1462 (during the Wars of the Roses which the
pupils are currently studying) and were
situated throughout the site performing
various tasks such as making a medieval
pottage, writing books and polishing
weapons.

The Year 12 students were thoroughly
engaged with them and asked some
excellent questions; I think their favourite bit
was trying on the medieval armour and
handling some of the weapons! (It was
certainly mine!)

Mr Hickman



Careers
Interviews -
Monday 23
February

Year Gp Period To go to:

Capon C Year 10 REG (08:30) - 09:10 A117

Berry M Year 10 09:10 - 09:52 (p1) A117

Cartwright D Year 10 10:00 - 10:42 (p2) A117

Choudhury S Year 10 11:10 - 11:52 (p3) A117

Clark F Year 10 12:00 - 12:46 (p4) A117

Doick I Year 10 13:30 - 14:11 (p5) A117

Edgar I Year 10 14:15 - 15:05 (p6) A117

Careers
Interviews -
Monday 2
March

Year Gp Period To go to:

Hill D Year 10 REG (08:30) - 09:10 A117

Gordon L Year 10 09:10 - 09:52 (p1) A117

Grant J Year 10 10:00 - 10:42 (p2) A117

Harvey L Year 10 11:10 - 11:52 (p3) A117

Conway-Physick R Year 13 12:00 - 12:46 (p4) A117

Holman O Year 10 13:30 - 14:11 (p5) A117

Jayasinghe K Year 10 14:15 - 15:05 (p6) A117

CAREERS INFORMATION
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CAREERS INTERVIEWS - MONDAY 23 FEBRUARY & MONDAY 2 MARCH 2026
The following students have been scheduled to receive a one to one careers interview with
our independent careers advisor at the following date and times.  The location and time
will also be on their Arbor timetable.

Following the interview the students report will be uploaded to their Unifrog account for you
to view with them and which you may wish to discuss at home. 



Black Pen/Green Pen/Pencil 5p each Eraser 10p

Ruler 15cm/
Protractor 15p each Ruler 30cm 25p

Compass/Whiteboard Pen 50p each Scientific Calculator £10.00

Starter Pack:
2 x Black Pens, 2 x Green Pens, 1 x Whiteboard Pen, 2 x Pencils, 15cm Ruler, Eraser £1

EQUIPMENT REMINDER

To support effective learning in every lesson, all students are expected to bring the required
equipment to school each day. In particular, please ensure that whiteboard pens are
included, as they are used regularly in class activities.

If any items are needed, they can be purchased from Student Reception.
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STUDENT RECEPTION 

ITEMS AVAILABLE TO BUY FROM STUDENT RECEPTION 



Dear Parents and Carers, 

We are pleased to let you know that the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DofE) programme for
young people in school years 9 and above is now open for bookings at the Sylvia Beaufoy
Centre. Sessions will begin in September, and all bookings can be made online at:
www.sylviabeaufoy.org. 

To help you and your child learn more about the DofE Award and what it involves, we also
have a short information video available to watch on our social media channels.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B7r-mDIt_s

The DofE Award is a fantastic opportunity for young people to develop confidence, resilience,
leadership, and new skills - all while having fun and taking part in exciting UK�based
expeditions. 

Bronze Award For: School Years 9 and above 
When: Wednesday evenings, 6:00pm – 7:30pm 
Frequency: Weekly, term-time only, running until the end of July 
Expedition: New Forest. 

Silver Award For: School Years 10 and above 
When: Wednesday evenings, 7:30pm – 9:00pm 
Frequency: Fortnightly, term-time only, running until the end of July 
Expedition: Isle of Purbeck (Dorset). 

Gold Award For: School Years 11 and above 
When: One Thursday each month 
Duration: A 2-year programme 
Expeditions: Dartmoor (Devon) and The Brecon Beacons. 

If you have any questions or would like more information, please feel free to get in touch:
Dan Sneller Senior Youth & Community Development Manager dan@sylviabeaufoy.org. 

We look forward to welcoming students to another exciting year of DofE and supporting
them on their journey. 

Kind regards, 

Dan Sneller 
Senior Youth & Community Development Manager 
Sylvia Beaufoy Centre
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LOCAL NEWS/EVENTS

http://www.sylviabeaufoy.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7B7r-mDIt_s
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LOCAL NEWS/EVENTS

Book a space here

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/south-downs-youth-action-heathlands-reunited-palmers-ball-longmoor-tickets-1980464852687?aff=oddtdtcreator
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LOCAL NEWS/EVENTS



LOCAL NEWS/EVENTS

Respect, Happiness, Achievement



TERM DATES
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Friday 13 February College Closed

Monday 16 February - 
Friday 20 February Half Term

Friday 27 March Last day of term

  SPRING TERM 2026



CALENDAR - PERFORMING ARTS
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MRC VACANCIES AND WEBSITE LINKS

VACANCIES AT MIDHURST ROTHER COLLEGE

Please click on the following link for the latest vacancies at MRC: 
https://www.mrc-academy.org/about-us/vacancies

HELPFUL MRC WEBSITE LINKS 

SAFEGUARDING, Wellbeing and Mental Health - (Click here)

Selfcare Newsletter - (Click here)

Arbor Information Guides:  Arbor Information Guides (mrc-academy.org)

Arbor Link: Midhurst Rother College (arbor.sc) 

College Calendar: https://www.mrc-academy.org/information/calendar  

Homework: https://www.mrc-academy.org/curriculum/homework  

Letters: https://www.mrc-academy.org/communication/letters  

Educational Visits: Midhurst Rother College > Communication > Letters (mrc-academy.org) 

Staff Emails:  https://bit.ly/StaffEmailAddress 

Term Dates: Midhurst Rother College > Information > College Term dates (mrc-academy.org) 

School Cloud: https://midhurst.schoolcloud.co.uk/  

Sparx Maths: https://www.sparxmaths.uk/student  

Sparx Reader:  Sparx Reader 

Lexia POWERUP Literacy - Login and Student Program: Device Setup - PowerUp
(lexiapowerup.com) 

Past editions of Midhurst Matters Newsletter - Midhurst Matters (mrc-academy.org) 
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https://www.mrc-academy.org/about-us/vacancies
https://www.mrc-academy.org/information/safeguarding-wellbeing-and-mental-health-mrc
https://www.mrc-academy.org/information/safeguarding-wellbeing-and-mental-health-mrc
https://www.mrc-academy.org/information/safeguarding-wellbeing-and-mental-health-mrc
https://www.mrc-academy.org/information/arbor-information-and-user-guides
https://midhurst-rother.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index
https://www.mrc-academy.org/information/calendar
https://www.mrc-academy.org/curriculum/homework
https://www.mrc-academy.org/communication/letters
https://www.mrc-academy.org/communication/letters/educational-visits
https://www.mrc-academy.org/Portals/0/Staff/MRC%20-%20Staff%20email%20address%20and%20Job%20Titles.pdf?ver=2019-09-10-084020-163&timestamp=1568108731975
https://www.mrc-academy.org/information/college-term-dates
https://midhurst.schoolcloud.co.uk/
https://auth.sparxmaths.uk/oauth2/auth?client_id=sparx-maths-sw&hd=b9262f4c-6a87-4d7e-9680-815b1ba7515d&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fstudentapi.api.sparxmaths.uk%2Foauth%2Fcallback&response_type=code&scope=openid+profile+email&state=8b4O5GBA_xMiXPqgeOLWSBeL3MXIx_FDti0QCnFJUWqMakC0xKcTqlYMu3aq0maRmoUiDga-GA2ZH321BD80DuyCTJWyroVWC4hhOo1mUki5ACpVpSr1y01BtQlG_0LmtozLrRsn0yexUMEBi8ZUgzqy4g0M9iwrGM5F7MqjWden6hMH86FkK9SKIxT1SpvX_npulXoKr3BLXxggdNBvd_ufxI0GMhM7BlDDQKbZONO0KpzoEgaBvzDiqPPL
https://www.mrc-academy.org/curriculum/reading
https://www.lexiapowerup.com/
https://www.mrc-academy.org/communication/midhurst-matters

