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I will start my messages today by thanking our new Head Boy and
Head Girl for introducing themselves to you in the last edition of
Midhurst Matters. They have already made an excellent start and I
look forward to them doing and leading more over the course of the
year. 
 
The government has recently strengthened the guidance on mobile
phone use and stated that they have no place in schools (except for
a tiny minority of students who have a medical exemption). This has 
been our view at MRC since we introduced 'not seen or heard' in 2014/15. We cannot have an
outright ban at MRC - this would be impractical as many students need to use their phones as
bus passes to travel to and from school every day. 

Mobile phones have no place in school. I would like to remind parents of our approach to this:
students' phones must be switched off and in bags from when they enter the school site to
when they leave. If this is not the case, we will ask the student to hand their phone to their
Head of Year every morning and collect every evening for a period of six weeks. This means
they will be able to use the phone as an e-ticket for bus travel, if needed, but not have it on
their person during the day. We do random spot-checks to monitor that phones are off and
in bags every day.
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The impact of this approach is very positive on our students, their interactions with each
other and their wellbeing. Students play games at break and lunch and before school,
which includes Uno, other card games, board games, reading and chess or draughts. For
students who are outside, they play table-tennis, football on the 4G or just talk with each
other. It is good to see them being children and playing in this way every day rather than
using a device. We must encourage this.
 
The Year 9 students recently had their options evening. It was good to see so many parents
and students attend. Dr Jessop is leading this process this year and the deadline for
completion is 13 March. If any Year 9 parents have any queries, please contact:
options@mrc-academy.org.
 
Best wishes

Stuart Edwards
Principal



Respect, Happiness, Achievement

DIARY DATES AND HOUSE POINTS

Week B
Mon 2 Feb 

Year Group
Year 9
Year 12

Classroom based Exams
Perspectives Day

 Tues 3 Feb
Year 10 Drama
Year 7 - Invite

only

Creative Industries Careers Day (all day at Chi Festival
Theatre)
Reading Intervention Coffee Morning for invited parents 

Wed 4 Feb

Year 7 & 11
Year 12 History

Year 13

Yellow Photography
History visit to Weald and Downland Museum
Yellow Photography - Sixth Form Groups (from 8.30am
Theatre)

Thurs 5 Feb Year 12 Perspectives Day

Fri 6 Feb

Week A
Mon 9 Feb

Year 9
Year 11

Classroom based Exams
Music GCSE composition workshop

Tues 10 Feb

Wed 11 Feb

Thurs 12 Feb Year 7 Parents Evening, face-to-face
 4.30pm-7.30pm

Fri 13 Feb SCHOOL CLOSED

Fortnightly Ahead

AUSTEN

135,342
KIPLING

122,646
TENNYSON

166,061
WOOLF

129,396
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KS3 & KS4 ASSESSMENT DIARY

Week beginning : 2 February 2026

At MRC students in KS3 sit two assessments per year, Year 10 sit three and Year 11 sitting
more, especially in core subjects, to help preparations for GCSE exams in the summer.
These assessments support students to reflect on their progress, provide opportunities
to practice and prepare for KS4 GCSE assessments in a ‘low stakes’ situation, provide
teachers with an objective and comprehensive piece of work to judge students progress
and an opportunity to report to parents/carers an accurate measure of their child’s
academic progress. These assessments cannot be ‘failed’ and simply give us all an
indication of progress and attainment in different subjects – for many an
encouragement, for a few some motivation to commit to hard work and progress.

Assessments and Parents Evenings are coming up for the following year groups:

• Year 11: Internal assessments in the Theatre straight back after half-term (23 February)
and in class week beginning 2 March.

• Year 9: in class assessments for all subjects (except English, mathematics, science and
MFL) this fortnight (until 11 February).

• Year 8: in class assessments for all subjects (except English, mathematics, science and
MFL) in the fortnight beginning 23 February 2026.

• Year 7: Parents Evening on 12 February 2026 (in person).

If they have not already, over the next week or two, class teachers will be sharing details
of forthcoming assessments with your child, including the length of assessment, type of
questions, topics that will be in the assessment and some revision activities that will be
useful to help your child prepare. This will be available on Arbor as an assignment.

Additional information, dates for individual classes / subjects and revision guidance can
be found on the college website (https://www.mrc-academy.org/curriculum/revision-
resources) at any time; this page provides useful ideas and strategies to support
independent and effective revision by any child at any time.

Experience shows us that students who are well rested, have had a good breakfast and
are properly prepared with the right equipment experience less stress and anxiety
before assessments, and perform better. We thank you for supporting your child in their
preparation.

We are also mindful that these assessments can create a degree of stress and anxiety.
We do not want our students to feel overwhelmed – please do contact your Head of
Year for support and advice should this be the case.

https://www.mrc-academy.org/curriculum/revision-resources
https://www.mrc-academy.org/curriculum/revision-resources
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ATTENDANCE AND EMPLOYMENT

A quick reminder to all parents/carers that school attendance is compulsory. Students
cannot be absent from school for reasons linked to paid/unpaid employment. Schools
can only grant a leave of absence when a student needs to be absent from school with
permission. All schools are expected to restrict leaves of absence to the specific
circumstances set out in regulation 11 of the School Attendance (Pupil Registration)
(England) Regulations 2024. These circumstances are: Taking part in a regulated
performance or employment abroad: in line with a licence issued by a local authority or
Justice of the Peace or a body of persons approval (BOPA).

Beyond this, no approval can be given and any employment that occurs in school time is
illegal. Parents and employers may face legal action as a result of any such action.
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DEPARTMENT NEWS - PSHE

TALK CONSENT VISITS MRC

Last week, we were delighted to welcome Talk Consent
back to Midhurst Rother College to deliver a series of
important and engaging sessions for our students as
part of our relationship unit in PSHE.

Across two dates, 19 January and 23 January, Talk Consent led an assembly for Years 7–9 and
delivered targeted workshops for Years 10 and 12. These sessions formed a key part of our
ongoing commitment to promoting healthy relationships, respect, and student wellbeing.

The Year 7–9 assembly focused on:
Understanding personal boundaries.
How to communicate assertively.
What consent means.
How actions taken without consent can impact others, and where to seek support.

For our older students, Talk Consent delivered specialised workshops:

Year 12 Consent Workshop:
Exploring safe, positive relationships, the importance of communication, and understanding
real‑life scenarios beyond legal definitions.

Year 10 Active Bystander Workshop: 
Addressing attitudes that contribute to sexual harassment, understanding its impact, and
empowering students to challenge harmful behaviours.

We look forward to continuing this vital work in our PSHE lessons and encouraging open,
informed conversations with our students.

Mr Lamb - Subject Lead – PSHE
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DEPARTMENT NEWS - READING

LRC  - NATIONAL STORYTELLING WEEK

We will be celebrating National Storytelling Week, next week, with a webinar from the author
of ‘Musical Truth’ Jeffrey Boakye, who explores history through the evolution of music.



SIXTH
FORM
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SIXTH FORM

HOUSE OF PARLIAMENT & BANK OF ENGLAND

Students from the Sixth Form Economics class
recently enjoyed an enriching trip to London,
bringing their studies to life beyond the
classroom.

The visit began with a tour of the Houses of
Parliament, where students were fortunate
enough to gain access to the House of Lords and
later the House of Commons public gallery to
observe a live debate between politicians - an
invaluable insight into the workings of UK policy
making. Afterward, the group headed to Borough
Market to experience market competition and
pricing strategies as well as enjoy lunch and soak
up the atmosphere. We then continued on to the
Bank of England for an informative visit exploring
the UK’s financial system and the home of
Monetary policy.

Despite having to brave the great British
weather- persistent rain throughout the day - the
students remained positive and engaged. Ms
Jones and Miss Ellis were extremely impressed
with the group’s behaviour and attitude and an
absolute pleasure to take on the trip.
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MEET OUR NEW HOUSE CAPTAINS

AUSTEN
My name’s Henry, I'm studying history, politics, philosophy, and drama. During my
time in the lower school, I was a house captain for 4 years, and I hope to become a
corporate lawyer in the future. I can’t wait to start as a House Leader!

Hey, my names Abi and I have a history with working with younger years through
sport coaching for the last 3 years. I am interested in neuroscience and overall
neurology and muscular systems. I am interested in making the secondary school a
positive environment for everybody- so please don't hesitate to talk to me or any of
the other House Leaders.

Hey, my name is Mia and I have the honour of being an Austen House Leader
alongside Abi and Henry! I am currently studying Physics, Chemistry and Biology with
the intention of joining the Royal Air Force to be a fighter pilot. I’m really looking
forward to working with you all and improving our community together.

WOOLF
My name’s Scarlet, and I’m one of the Woolf House Leaders. My main interest is
netball; I play it multiple times a week. I am studying Maths, Sport and Economics
along with an EPQ focused on injuries in women’s sport. I am excited to be a house
leader and I’m looking forward to working with the House Captains to improve our
MRC community.

Hi, my name’s Grant and I am the other House Leader for Woolf! I’m currently
studying Maths, Further Maths, Physics and Computer Science and I'm excited to be
working alongside Scarlet and the other House Captains.



SIXTH
FORM

Respect, Happiness, Achievement

SIXTH FORM

KIPLING
Hi, we are Everlyn and Keira, and we are the House Leaders for Kipling. We are
looking forward to helping Kipling house with any problems they may have with
support. And we are excited to run house events so our house can win the House
Cup at the end of the year!!

Tennyson
Hi, my name is Mia, and I’m currently studying Maths, Further Maths and Physics
at MRC, with the intention of pursuing Physics in the future! I’m really excited to be
hosting events for you all as one of the Tennyson House Leaders and helping to
make school as enjoyable as possible.

My name's Josie, and I'm one of the Tennyson House Leaders! I am taking 4 A-
levels currently, Philosophy, English Literature, Politics and French, however I am
pretty set on pursuing Philosophy in the future. Some of my interests include
reading and music. I hope to help bring to the house system what students need
and always be there for any questions or concerns!



SIXTH
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SIXTH FORM

SUPPORT OUR SIXTH FORM YOUNG ENTERPRISE
TEAM

The Sixth Form Young Enterprise group is excited to
announce the sale of customised mugs and water
bottles—perfect for everyday use or as a thoughtful
gift. Mugs are available for just £5.50, and water bottles
cost £8. 

To place your order and receive the available colour
options, please email custom7even@outlook.com. 

Every purchase helps support our Young Enterprise
project, so thank you for your support!

SIXTH FORM WORK EXPERIENCE - REQUEST FOR AEROSPACE ENGINEERING
PLACEMENT

We are looking to support one of our year 12 students with a placement linked to
his interest in aerospace engineering. Ideally the placement would be during our
work experience week (6th - 10th July) although this could also potentially be at
another time if needed. The student has aspirations to study at top Aerospace
Universities including University of Bristol, University of Bath or Engineering at
University of Cambridge. If you or someone you know could help facilitate a
placement, please reach out to Mr Puttock (michael.puttock@mrc-
academy.org).



Careers Interviews - Monday 2
Feb

Year Gp Period To go to:

Wootton J Year 11 REG (08:30) - 09:10 A117

Bennett L Year 11 09:10 - 09:52 (p1) A117

Baker M Year 11 10:00 - 10:42 (p2) A117

Oqab H Year 11 11:10 - 11:52 (p3) A117

Harwood T Year 11 12:00 - 12:46 (p4) A117

O'Brian S Year 11 13:30 - 14:11 (p5) A117

Way-Young D Year 11 14:15 - 15:05 (p6) A117

Careers Interviews - Monday 9
Feb

Year Gp Period To go to:

Cronshaw A Year 10 REG (08:30) - 09:10 A117

Dallyn F Year 10 09:10 - 09:52 (p1) A117

Ford L Year 10 10:00 - 10:42 (p2) A117

Weale K Year 10 11:10 - 11:52 (p3) A117

Ivanchuk M Year 10 12:00 - 12:46 (p4) A117

Struts I Year 10 13:30 - 14:11 (p5) A117

Capon C Year 10 14:15 - 15:05 (p6) A117

CAREERS INFORMATION
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CAREERS INTERVIEWS - MONDAY 2 & 9 FEBRUARY 2026

The following students have been scheduled to receive a one to one careers interview with
our independent careers advisor at the following date and times.  The location and time
will also be on their Arbor timetable.

Following the interview the students report will be uploaded to their Unifrog account for you
to view with them and which you may wish to discuss at home. 



Black Pen/Green Pen/Pencil 5p each Eraser 10p

Ruler 15cm/
Protractor

15p each Ruler 30cm 25p

Compass/Drywipe Pen 50p each Scientific Calculator £10.00

Starter Pack:
2 x Black Pens, 2 x Green Pens, 1 x Whiteboard Pen, 2 x Pencils, 15cm Ruler, Eraser

£1

LOST PROPERTY REMINDER - STUDENT RECEPTION

Student Reception currently holds over 20 coats with no
names inside. If your child has lost a coat at any point
since last September, please ask them to visit Student
Reception during break or lunchtime to check lost
property.

Thank you for your support.
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STUDENT RECEPTION 

ITEMS AVAILABLE TO BUY FROM STUDENT RECEPTION 



KIND HOST FAMILIES NEEDED FOR MAY 2026

The MFL Department has a keen group of 25 students travelling to Midhurst's twin town in
March. They will stay with exchange partners and their families and be immersed in
French life and culture for a few days.

Midhurst and Nogent-Le-Rotrou have been twin town for over 70 years and we are proud
to continue this local tradition which promotes international friendship and cultural
understanding.

The bi-lingual class from the lycée in Nogent will visit us in May. The group arrive on
Monday afternoon, 11 May and leave on the morning of Friday 15 May. Some of the
students going on the Exchange are not able to host a visitor at their home so we are
looking for other MRC families who could welcome a visitor for four nights. The French
students will be between 15 and 17 years old, reasonably fluent in English (as they study
English intensively) and keen to experience family life in England. They are occupied each
day with excursions organised by their teachers, as well as day with us in college.

A guest at your home just requires friendly hosts and meals plus they would not require
their own seperate bedroom or bathroom, they can share.

We look forward to hearing from you if you can help, please email fiona.lunskey@mrc-
academy.org.
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TO DONATE PLEASE CLICK HERE

https://www.justgiving.com/campaign/brave-the-shave-midhurst-macmillan-2026?utm_medium=CA&utm_source=CL
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https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-
toolkit-for-managing-anxiety-

tickets-1966674390042

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-toolkit-for-managing-anxiety-tickets-1966674390042
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-toolkit-for-managing-anxiety-tickets-1966674390042
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-toolkit-for-managing-anxiety-tickets-1966674390042
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Friday 13 February College Closed

Monday 16 February - 
Friday 20 February Half Term

Friday 27 March Last day of term

  SPRING TERM 2026



CALENDAR - PERFORMING ARTS

Respect, Happiness, Achievement



MRC VACANCIES AND WEBSITE LINKS

VACANCIES AT MIDHURST ROTHER COLLEGE

Please click on the following link for the latest vacancies at MRC: 
https://www.mrc-academy.org/about-us/vacancies

HELPFUL MRC WEBSITE LINKS 

SAFEGUARDING, Wellbeing and Mental Health - (Click here)

Selfcare Newsletter - (Click here)

Arbor Information Guides:  Arbor Information Guides (mrc-academy.org)

Arbor Link: Midhurst Rother College (arbor.sc) 

College Calendar: https://www.mrc-academy.org/information/calendar  

Homework: https://www.mrc-academy.org/curriculum/homework  

Letters: https://www.mrc-academy.org/communication/letters  

Educational Visits: Midhurst Rother College > Communication > Letters (mrc-academy.org) 

Staff Emails:  https://bit.ly/StaffEmailAddress 

Term Dates: Midhurst Rother College > Information > College Term dates (mrc-academy.org) 

School Cloud: https://midhurst.schoolcloud.co.uk/  

Sparx Maths: https://www.sparxmaths.uk/student  

Sparx Reader:  Sparx Reader 

Lexia POWERUP Literacy - Login and Student Program: Device Setup - PowerUp
(lexiapowerup.com) 

Past editions of Midhurst Matters Newsletter - Midhurst Matters (mrc-academy.org) 
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https://www.mrc-academy.org/about-us/vacancies
https://www.mrc-academy.org/information/safeguarding-wellbeing-and-mental-health-mrc
https://www.mrc-academy.org/information/safeguarding-wellbeing-and-mental-health-mrc
https://www.mrc-academy.org/information/safeguarding-wellbeing-and-mental-health-mrc
https://www.mrc-academy.org/information/arbor-information-and-user-guides
https://midhurst-rother.uk.arbor.sc/?/home-ui/index
https://www.mrc-academy.org/information/calendar
https://www.mrc-academy.org/curriculum/homework
https://www.mrc-academy.org/communication/letters
https://www.mrc-academy.org/communication/letters/educational-visits
https://www.mrc-academy.org/Portals/0/Staff/MRC%20-%20Staff%20email%20address%20and%20Job%20Titles.pdf?ver=2019-09-10-084020-163&timestamp=1568108731975
https://www.mrc-academy.org/information/college-term-dates
https://midhurst.schoolcloud.co.uk/
https://auth.sparxmaths.uk/oauth2/auth?client_id=sparx-maths-sw&hd=b9262f4c-6a87-4d7e-9680-815b1ba7515d&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fstudentapi.api.sparxmaths.uk%2Foauth%2Fcallback&response_type=code&scope=openid+profile+email&state=8b4O5GBA_xMiXPqgeOLWSBeL3MXIx_FDti0QCnFJUWqMakC0xKcTqlYMu3aq0maRmoUiDga-GA2ZH321BD80DuyCTJWyroVWC4hhOo1mUki5ACpVpSr1y01BtQlG_0LmtozLrRsn0yexUMEBi8ZUgzqy4g0M9iwrGM5F7MqjWden6hMH86FkK9SKIxT1SpvX_npulXoKr3BLXxggdNBvd_ufxI0GMhM7BlDDQKbZONO0KpzoEgaBvzDiqPPL
https://www.mrc-academy.org/curriculum/reading
https://www.lexiapowerup.com/
https://www.mrc-academy.org/communication/midhurst-matters

