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Digital Platforms

▪ Calendar and Events
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The Year 9 Team
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Priorities for MRC this year

• Make sure that all students learn the full curriculum and 

that every lesson is high pace and high challenge

• Establish good independent study habits through regular 

setting and checking of homework

• Increase the amount that all students read and help weaker 

readers to catch up



Culture and Character
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Our Student Charter focuses on our values and the desired behaviours for learning and life 

at MRC (and beyond):

◦ The RESPECT strand puts a focus upon; politeness, recognition, fairness and trust, in 

order to improve basic manners and understanding of human relationships. 

◦ The HAPPINESS strand puts a focus upon; wellbeing, feeling safe, having a voice and

being positive, in order to improve personal choice and promote safe and healthy 

lifestyles.

◦ The ACHIEVEMENT puts a focus upon learning provision, personal development, 

academic development and social development, in order to improve outcomes and 

raise aspirations, whilst increasing cultural capital.



Culture and Character
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The importance of reading at MRC
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Aims for promoting reading for pleasure:
•Enhance opportunities for students to read independently
•Inspire interest and take students outside of their immediate 
experience
•Develop empathy and emotional intelligence
•Improve vocabulary

Aims for promoting reading for purpose:
•All students attain high level of literacy that enables all students to 
fully access all parts of the school curriculum and well prepared for 
the world beyond school
•Where reading age is below expectation, intervention is diagnostic 
and time-limited
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Progress and Assessment



Tracking points and assessment windows

YEARS 7 - 10 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term

TP TP1 Dec TP2 March TP3 July

Assessment 

Windows
November March June

Grade ✓ ✓ ✓

A2L ✓ ✓ ✓

Autumn Term 

(United Learning common assessments)

Summer Term

(United Learning common assessments)

• English Language
• English Literature
• Mathematics
• Science

• English Language
• English Literature
• Mathematics
• Science
• Geography
• History
• MFL
• RP



▪ Students receive a GCSE grade in 
Years 7-11 as part of each TP.

▪ As a parent/carer, you will also be 
provided with a grade following 
each examination window, along 
with an average grade. 

▪ Each year group has a maximum 
grade they can receive. 

▪ In Year 9 this a 5+. For example:
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Grades



Attitude to Learning (A2L)

Behaviour 
for 

Learning

Prepared 
for 

Learning
HomeworkClasswork
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Attitude to Learning (A2L)
Student application both at home and in class, is graded in 4 areas:

Classwork: The 
degree to which a 
student engages and 
contributes to 
lessons. This 
considers a student’s 
ability and willingness 
to ask questions, 
contribute to 
discussions, engage 
with classroom 
activities, produce 
work to the highest 
of ability, seek out 
extension tasks and 
take responsibility for 
their own learning. 

Homework: This 
measures student 
engagement with 
independent work 
set. This considers a 
student’s reliability to 
complete and hand 
work in on time, the 
quality of the work 
being produced, and 
also reflects levels of 
personal 
organisation. 

Prepared for 
Learning: This relates 
to personal standards 
in and around the 
College. This 
considers punctually 
to lessons, having the 
right equipment for 
learning, dress code 
and uniform. For 
Sixth Form, this 
includes meeting 
deadlines and the use 
of P9 lessons. 

Behaviour for 
Learning: This 
measures student 
attitudes within the 
classroom. This 
considers a student’s 
ability to remain 
focused on tasks, 
levels of engagement, 
and positive and 
negative incidents 
that impact on their 
learning or the 
learning of others -
ensuring that all 
students have the 
right to undisrupted 
learning. 



Reports
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Attendance Information:

▪ Overall Attendance %

▪ Unauthorised Absence number

▪ Authorised Absence number

▪ Late to College



Reports
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Achievement Points:

▪ Amount of positive points 
given by staff

Behaviour Incidents:

▪ Number of incidents student 
has been involved in. 

Further information on these 
Achievement Points and 
Incidents can be found on 
Arbor. 



Reports
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Subject Grades and Average 
Grade

▪ GCSE grade only at each TP

▪ Based purely on the % 
achieved in recent 
assessment window



Reports

▪ You will also receive a 
minimum expected grade to 
indicate what grade your 
child should be achieving
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Reports
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Attitude to Learning (A2L)

▪ Score based on 4 elements

▪ Average Score over all for 
each subject

▪ Last TP Average for 
Comparison 

4 Outstanding Exceptionally high standards always met.

3 Good Mostly high standards, some 

inconsistencies which leave room for 

improvement.

2 Inconsistent Variable standards, satisfactory as often 

as unsatisfactory. Negatively affects 

achievement.

1 Unsatisfactory Standards are often unacceptable. 

Considerable impact on achievement and 

learning of others.



Reports
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Attitude to Learning (A2L)

▪ Overall Student average

▪ Year 7 average 



Future Parents’ Evenings

Year 9

Thursday 26th January – Options 
Evening (in person - tbc)

Thursday 9th March – Parents’ 
Evening (virtual)
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Independent Learning and Digital Platforms



Homework & Independent Study

▪ Set weekly from all subjects

▪ Approx 1 hour per day (2 subjects)

▪ Additional independent study 
– e.g. Seneca 

All homework will be set on Arbor

See the ‘Assignments’ section
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Arbor – Parent Portal

▪ Via the Arbor Parent Portal, you 
will be able to see, in real-time, 
the Assignments (homework) that 
your child has been set.

▪ You will also be able to see if 
they have completed it on time, 
and what is overdue.

▪ Thank you for supporting your 
child to organise themselves and 
keep on top of their homework.



Seneca Learning
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• Mathematics Homework Platform

• Used for last year's key stage 3

• Will be used for all key stages this academic year

• Uses algorithmic code to analise and ensure the questions set for your child are at a 

suitable level for their ability.



• Mathematics Homework Platform

• Used for last year's key stage 3

• Will be used for all key stages this academic year

• Uses algorithmic code to analise and ensure the questions set for your child are at a 

suitable level for their ability.



• Log in @ www.sparxmaths.uk

• Username – Student  full name and surname eg: JohnSmith

• Password – User created (Can now be updated by students) using forgot login 

details.

Getting started

http://www.sparxmaths.uk/


This is where you will find your 
Homeworks once logged in.

You will then need to click on the homework due that 
week to view the tasks set.



This is where you will find your 
Homeworks once logged in.

You will then need to click on the homework due that 
week to view the tasks set.



When attempting a question, 
students must write down the 

bookwork code for that 
question, along with the 

answer.

Bookwork checks will ask 
pupils to enter the answer to a 

previous bookwork code to 
ensure they are writing down 

their workings.
This imbeds good routines for 

classwork, exams and 
revision.

Completing work



The platform encourages 
independent practice using 

independent learning

Students can then select or search topics they wish to 
practice.

All tasks from all sections on Sparx Maths will have a support video to aid students in completing the tasks.



All tasks from all sections on Sparx Maths will have a support video to aid students in completing the tasks.

Not Just A Homework Platform



Key Information and Support

• Homeworks will be set Wednesday to Wednesday, unless your child has been informed 
otherwise

• If there are ever any problems, please encourage your child to email their class teacher 
and attend any support session during the week.

• Your child must try the homework independently, before being offered support from 
parents or teachers.

• Some time in school will be given to ensure pupils are familiar with the software



Arbor – Timetable and Attendance

Arbor allows you to access your child’s timetable and to view attendance statistics



Arbor – Timetable and Attendance

Arbor allows you to access your child’s timetable and to view attendance statistics



Arbor – Rewards and Behaviour

The rewards and behaviour features keep track of performance over time



MRC Proud Cards

Positive and consistent rewards system

✓ Opportunity ‘every lesson, every day, every student’

✓ Lessons timetabled to be visited by senior staff

✓ Lesson examples: Hard work, homework piece, 
assessment, application, improvement/developed work, 
perseverance, help to others, contributions

✓ Around College examples: helping others, acts of 
kindness, supporting staff, volunteering

✓ Full cards are issued points, entered into prize draws by 
Heads of House. New blank card given to the student to 

begin again….

✓ Important to have their card every day so they have 
opportunity to be recognised and rewarded



Calendar and Events – Year 9

▪ Early November – classroom based exams

▪ Mid November – Tracking Point 1 Reports

▪ Late January / early Feb – classroom based exams and UL 
Maths, English and Science exams

▪ Thursday 26th January – Options Evening (in person - tbc)

▪ Early March – Tracking Point 2 Reports

▪ Thursday 9th March – Parent Evening (virtual)

▪ Early May –UL Science exam

▪ Mid June – exams in all other subjects

▪ Early July – Tracking Point 3 Reports
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Supporting you as Parents

▪ Celebrating and affirming 
the family, A Mind of Their 
Own equips parents to build 
resilience and care well for 
their children’s mental 
wellbeing, from toddlerhood 
to teenage years.
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Fundraising and social events: 

£15,000 raised over the last 2 years

• Fireworks Nights 

• Open Air Movie Night

• Quiz Nights

To continue this successful and rewarding work, 
we need YOU! 

• See our FB page and College webpage. 

• AGM in October. More details to follow.

Parent Forums:

Topics covered include online safety, 
stress management, home learning

• Staying informed

• Raising concerns

• Getting advice



40

Thank you


