
Pictures speaker louder than 
words...Midhurst Rother College 
students when in August they 
discovered that all their hard 
work and commitment had  
paid off. contd/5 Principal’s Message                                                                                                        
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“Everybody is a genius,” 
said Albert Einstein...  

“But, if you judge a fish by 
its ability to climb a tree,  
it will spend its whole life 
believing that it is stupid.” 

GCSE’s for KS3 Star Students 

RFU World Cup 2015 exclusive  

So this is what it’s all about!...all 
past GCSE records are broken... 

l-r  A level students— Georgie Price is now at Nottingham University reading Child-
hood Studies, Ellie Moulding is at Reading University studying Primary Education, 
Rhiannon Burgess  has taken her place at University of Winchester to read Law and 
Megan Sampson is at University of Glamorgan also reading Law. Congratulations to  
all four girls who got their first choices 

The commitment of KS3 students to 
their after college Science 
Astronomy Club meant more than 
just a gold star!  All eight students 
worked so well that they were able 
to take their GCSE exam and pass 
some three years early in their 
education.    

Principal, Dr Joe Vitagliano with successful KS3 
Science Astronomy students  l-r Iwan Johns,  
Sophie Bosley, Alison Collins, Reece Onslow-Dewey,  
Joe Casebow, Lisa Taylor, Matthew Payn  
and Jacob Calvo Penfold. 

Through our RFU* School 
Development Award and the passion 
that PE Curriculum Leader, Mrs 
Hayley Kemp, has for all things 
Rugby, especially her home team 
Wales, 12 Sports Leaders were 
invited by the RFU to take part in 
setting up the Rugby World Cup 2015 
handover video at Twickenham due 
to be screened on television 
following this year’s final.  contd/5 

Rear l-r: Jordan Causer, Callum Thorpe,  
Jordan Morgan, Matt Coady, Ben Kay, Harry Carter, 
Archie Challen.   Front l-r: Mania Walker,  
Matt Trembecki, Lucie Challen, Seb Barsby,  
Gabi Fisher, Tam Kanlayanukul  

In line with changes to WSCC policy 
regarding student absences for 
holidays taken in term time.  Please 
note that unauthorised holidays of 5 
days or more taken during term time 
will result in a Fixed Penalty Notice of 
£50 per parent per student.  Further 
information can be found under 
Attendance Matters on our website. 

Our relationships 
with partners 
Winchester 
College, 
University of 
Chichester and 
Kibomet 
Secondary School 
continue to 
flourish. 
The joint 
photography 
exhibition with 
Winchester 
College, entitled Buildings and Nature, was an 
enormous success where students enjoyed the 
opportunity to showcase their wonderful 
images, first in Capron House, Midhurst and 
then in Angelus Art Gallery, Winchester 
College alongside those of young 
Wykehamists.  It was all hands on deck to set 
up on both occasions, with the students 
working together to make sure all their images 
were shown in the best light. contd/2 

Absence 
Fixed Penalty Reminder 

*Rugby Football Union 
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The exhibition received high 
praise from all visitors and 
warranted front and full, inside 
page coverage in the local 
press.   
As the launch of the Angelus 
Gallery Exhibition got 
underway another group 
from Midhurst Rother 
College joined the party to 
view.  Year 7 students who 

will take part in the SHINE programme arrived with 
parents to learn more about their Saturday morning 
school at Winchester College.   The Year 11 Aspire 
group have also paid their first visit to study maths 
with Winchester Dons.  The first football fixture 
between the colleges for Years 9, 10 and 11 will take 
place on 22 November. 
The support of the University of Chichester can also 
be seen in this year’s calendar beginning with 6th Form visits in late November/early December 
quickly followed by a ‘mini’ university experience morning for Year 9s.  Year 10s will have a similar 
‘mini’ experience in the New Year. 
We have also been privileged to welcome the Principal of Kibomet Secondary School.  As part of the 
International Schools Partnership programme Mr Emmannuel Okutoyi Mukoya visited the Rother 
Valley for a two week stay.  Mr Mukoya enjoyed a busy social and  college programme, which 
included fact finding sessions with all departments, teaching geography and visits to Winchester 
College, London, Portsmouth and local churches.  He was a special guest at a Midhurst and Petworth 
Rotary Club dinner and was pleased to be part of the celebrations when our Water Design Challenge 
champions were awarded their cheque for £2,500.  Said Mr Mukoya, “I have been made to feel very 

welcome and look forward to returning that welcome when a member of your staff visits my school next year.  I am particularly excited about the 
MRC Expedition to Kenya in the summer of 2013 when I will see Year 11 and 12 students in my home town, working alongside children at my school.” 

Mr Emmanuel Okutoyi Mukoya, together with Mr Jon Crooke from 
Southern Water, present the team from Midhurst Rother College 
with their Water Design Challenge prize, overseen by Mrs Maddie 
Hathaway, MRC’s Community Partnership Co-Ordinator who helped 
the students manage their successful project.   
Well done to  Imogen Reed, Eleanor Godsman, Rizwanur Chowdhury,  
Joe Cook, Mart Oomen, Bobby Dale, Cameron Gibbon, James Gibbs, 
Courtney Goodman 

Wow, what a great start to the new College year! reports Mrs Sarah Pringle, Vice Principal in charge of KS3. 
Our new Year 7 students have made a fantastic first impression on all those who have had the pleasure of 
meeting them so far, and they have certainly settled into life at MRC very quickly.  Following on from the 
Transition Day in July, all our new students returned to College a day early and took part in a day of team-
building activities to allow them to get to know the other students in their groups, their Learning Mentors, 
Pastoral Leader and also find their way around a site which, for most students, is much bigger than they  
have been used to.  The day included building paper towers, finding photo clues on an orienteering course and a variety of sports taster sessions to 
introduce them to the wide range of after-school activities we offer.  They were also able to admire their own ‘ME!’ transition projects which are on 
display in the Drama Hall, library and offices.  This year the projects are even bigger and more inventive than last, with a number of life-size models as 
well as some very creative offerings including several hanging from the ceiling and some fantastic slide shows and folders. 
We are looking forward to a very successful year with our new intake and are delighted to welcome them into the MRC community. 

Year 7s make an excellent start 

Well done to our  
photographers  Ashley, Ailsa, Hollie, Ollie, Meg, Chloe and 
Millie and to  those from WinColl Patrick, Tom, Fergus and 
Chris 

Centre: Mr Keith Pusey (MRC Governor,  former 
Winchester College  Master of Music and 
current Registrar)  

On Sunday 10 July 18 students, 2 True Adventure leaders, Miss Jen weeks and Mrs Jayne Beesley 
departed from Heathrow bound for Hanoi, Vietnam via Hong Kong -  6th Formers Leah Russell 
and Lauren Gilson (Head Girl) reporting... 
After a mammoth flight, we were met in Hanoi by Thoi our guide and travelled into the old city, 
the last part by foot, walking through the very narrow streets in the pouring rain 
Following two days of acclimatisation, a 6 hour minibus journey took us into the jungle for the 
start of our 9 day trek.  We walked from village to village carrying our massive packs, enjoying the 
local food, customs and amazing scenery.  Despite the many ups and downs of this adventure (we 
know just what you mean Mr Neville - see page 5!) we managed to make it to the project village, 
Phu Mau in the Mai Chau Region, but only after the final and unforgettable challenge of 
negotiating the perilous pathways of ‘Death Mountain’! 
The warm welcome of the villagers made it all worthwhile and we felt part of the big family in no 
time at all.  Our mission was to help build a much needed bridge to connect two communities.   
It was an enormous task, but we persevered, the experience made easier by our beautiful 

surroundings.  Mission accomplished we were sad to leave our hosts who threw a wonderful last night party to send us on our way. 
During the following two weeks we covered over 1000 miles between Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City, travelling by overnight train, boat and bus.  We 
visited several historical pagodas and sites such as the Cu Chi tunnels used in the Vietnamese war.  In Hoi An we all purchased tailor-made silk dresses 
and suits, for less than the equivalent of £50.  When 8 August, our final day, rolled around, we all had mixed feelings, looking forward to returning to 
our families and comfy beds, but reluctant to be leaving such a fabulous adventure behind.  The one thing we have all been able to bring home, and 
which carry us into our future, are the friendships we forged and the memories of the undisputed camaraderie which saw us all through. 

A trip of a life time—Vietnam Expedition 

In the summer of 2013 our Expedition destination will be Kenya and will include a visit to our partner school in 
Kibomet... Already students taking part have begun their fund raising initiatives to contribute towards their com-
munity project— more in our next issue.  
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What a difference ... 

Our new build photo journey can be viewed on our website at www.mrc-academy.org 

July 2011 

October 2011 

Winners of this year’s 6th Form Young Enterprise competition have already raised £240 
capital by selling shares to get their business up and running.  Dean Altass-Hye and Lizzie 
Hayes (pictured left) have named their new company AGADOO and with the help of fellow 
students will take their personalised car air freshener business forward to the next local 
schools heat in the New Year.   
Dean said, “We undertook a lot of research and following a very positive response from local 
garages, one in particular that would be interested in placing an order, decided to take the idea 
forward.  AGADOO is a private limited company whose aim is to provide quality to our customers, staff and investors 
alike.  We will endeavour to provide an outstanding service to all customers and persist to gain recognition in the 
market for being a highly professional enterprise.” 

Not only the smell of success...  

Dragons in the Young Enterprise Year 12 Den this year were...  
Darron Carver (Apsley Sporting - also see page 4),  Danny Walker 
(Barclays Bank) and Jo Etheridge (Beautiful World Tents Ltd).—Head 
Boy, Liam Fox was also there to oversee the proceedings as MD of the 
Company, Transcendancy, who won the competition last year. 
The students who took part were: Helen Taylor, Paige Taylor,   
Dean Altass-Hye and Lizzie Hayes (winners), Natalye Bicknell,  
Chelsey Carver, Henry Crofts, Gabi Fisher, Josie Ford, Jack Gander, 
Emma Illman, Ffion Parry, Alexander Piggott, Tony Scutt  
 

Best presentation awards were made to: 
Leavers’ Hoodies  -  Natalye Bicknell, Emma Illman and Helen Taylor   
Personalised water bottles and wrist bands  -  Gabi Fisher,  
Paige Taylor and Chelsey Carver  

Logo design in progress 

Hot on the heels of his success in the Young Enterprise 
competition,  Dean caused a slight frisson among some of the 
top creatives in the world when during workshop time he and 
his team presented them with a new Pot Noodle flavour 
‘Success’.  Business Studies student, Dean joined some of the 
6th Form Media  group on an exclusive trip to the London offices 
of globally  acclaimed advertising agency, Mother London.  Widely acknowledged as the most 
innovative agency in the business,  Mother has regularly won some of the most coveted 
industry prizes including Agency of the Decade and in the last few weeks, Strategy Agency of 
the Year.  At the invitation of founding partner Stef Calcraft, former pupil at Midhurst 
Grammar School, our students enjoyed a full programme with a team of high profile 
executives, Sam Payne, Loz Horner and Nick Hallbury whose portfolio of clients includes Pot 
Noodle, Boots (Here come the girls), the retro Stella Artois campaign, PG Tips (Monkey), Ikea, 
Coca Cola, Amnesty International and COI (Pablo the Drug Mule and FRANK).  The focus was 
Good Ideas.. What they are, working in a team to generate them, how to identify them and 

turning good ideas into great pieces of work. (Note to Mother:  we will be keeping a very close eye on future PN campaigns!). 

...but also how it might taste! 

Front: Stef Calcraft, Sam Payne, Loz Horner.  Rear: Iwan Williams (Teacher  
of Media), Dean Altas Hye, James Nicholls, Lucie Challen, Archie Challen, Meg 
Stankus, Harry Jones 

State of the art offices at Mother London 
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Cowdray based clay pigeon school, Apsley Shooting, run by Mr Darron Carver, has offered to train a large group of Midhurst Rother 
College students, free of charge so they can work towards entering two teams of six into the  British Schools Clay Pigeon Shooting 
Championships in April 2012.  Many schools have already been involved for some time - Millfield, Old Swinford Hospital, Seaford 
College, Bloxham, Rugby, Warwick, Strathallan, Merchiston, KES, Stowe, Harrow, Norwich, Marlborough College, Rendcomb College 
and the Oratory.  The interest shown by both girls and boys has been amazing and we wish them all luck when fighting for places on 

the teams during their training programme, due to take place at the Cowdray Shooting Ground on Saturdays.  Mr Carver, a former student of Midhurst 

Grammar School, is a great supporter of our College and regularly takes part in our Young Enterprise programmes  (see Dragon’s Den, page 3). 

MRC 3   Bohunt 2 
second round of the National 
Schools  Cup  
Well done to footballers Seb 
Barrett, Connor Poste, Ryan 
Bicknell, Taylor Bush, Josh Hegarty, 
Harry Chard, Keaton Smout, Elliott 
Taylor, Connor Seal,  Michael 
Turner, Isaac Farley, Louis Bicknell, 
Connor Reid, Jono Spandley,  
Jed Largan and Aaron Munro—
congratulations to  goal scorers 
Elliott Taylor and Connor Reid.  - 

Connor Reid and Connor Seal were named men of the match. 

MRC 5   Bishop Luffa 2   
Despite lagging behind twice, the Year 10 football team showed great 
spirit and dug deep to come up with a superb performance! 
Team photo:  Back row l-r - Patryk Wysocki, Liam Field-Milard,  
Aidan Largan, Sam Cain, Rhys Greet, Jordan Warren, Aaron Wakeham, 
Karol Papaj. 
Front row l-r - Ryan Hodd-Jarvis, Tom Wilson, Jake Burtoo,  
Callum Thompson, Steven McFarlane.  Congratulations to goal scorers  
Jordan Warren (2  -  one made by Jake Burtoo the other with an  
‘...outstanding 25 yard lob over the keeper’),  Patryk Wysocki 
(Man of the Match), Karol Papaj and Steven McFarlane.    

Well done to Y12 
Lucie Challen for 
making the Sussex 
Girls U18 football 
team trials  -  Lucie is 
a regular player for 
Chichester U18 Girls 

KS3 Girls Tag Rugby team played hard and fast 
against Westergate this term, but were pipped 
at the post with a score of 4 tries to 6. 

The first Principal’s Tea for our young sportsmen and women was 
held at the end of last term .  Dr Vitagliano hosted the informal 
affair to give him the opportunity to thank everyone for being 
such  fantastic ambassadors in our community and role models 
within College.  Subject Leader of PE, Mrs Kemp, also had the 
chance to announce a very exciting new College Sports Awards  
Evening which will take place on 10 July next year. 

MRC 31   Westergate 15  
Yr 11 Rugby Team – an excellent win!                 

Meanwhile, the 6th Form/Staff Friday Challenge is 
hotting up — so far gauntlets have been thrown down 
for.stoolball, badminton, rounders and volleyball — a 
veil will be drawn over the score so far to enable the 
other side to catch up! 

No questions about sport at MRC!  

And as the nights draw in we 
have one final memory from 
summer to share—staff v 
students cricket match—a fitting 
retirement event especially  
planned for Chemistry teacher, 
Mr Smith.  Report by Mark 
Thomas (Y12)....On an overcast 
afternoon in mid-July, after a 
long day of teaching, staff were 
determined to bat first.  
Following much intimidation, 
students won the toss and, to the 
dismay of the staff, I was elected 
to open!  Various bowlers were 
used, including the fearsome 
bouncers of Mr Collins and the 
turning spin of Mr Wells, but this 

didn’t prevent Alex Hooker and Dom Groves putting on a steady stand of over 50.  Only 4 wickets 
fell during the course of the innings. 
After a fine tea, courtesy of my Mum, the staff attempted a winning reply with Miss Jessop and 
Mr Wells opening.  The economical spell of bowling from Tom Merritt-Smith and Joe Pink was 
equally backed up by 'ringer' Max Witney.  The fielding of the students was magnificent.  The 
middle-order batsmen didn’t occupy the crease for long before Mr Smith attempted to resurrect 
the situation but was trapped lbw by Dom Groves on his testimonial!  A Guard of Honour saw Mr 
Smith retire with grace and dignity in true cricketing fashion.  The students won by 18 runs by the 
way!  Huge thanks to all involved, especially to Mr Witney for organising this smashing event. 

Standing: Mr Thomas (Umpire); Mark Thomas (Student Captain); Peter Thomas,  
Mr Clarke, Mr Collins, Mr Pegg, Mr Williams, Mr Smith (Staff Captain and 
retiree!), Paddy Cowell, Dom Groves, Tom Merritt-Smith, Dan Williams, Dan 
Clayton, Mr Hunter, Joe Pink  Kneeling: Mr Bishop, Alex Hooker, Miss Jessop, Mr 
Wells, Mrs.Kemp and daughter Lowrie, Mr Witney, Max Witney and Liam 
Harding 

Congratulations to Joe Taylor (Y8) 
who on his first outing as a member 
of the Sussex U13 Athletics Squad  
did very well at the summer 
Kingston fixture where they 
competed against 13 counties.  He 
came 5th in the 200m and 6th as 
part of the 100m relay team.  Said 
Joe, “It was a great experience to be 
part of the team.  The standard was 
very high - we all enjoyed the day 
and were pleased with our 7th 
place overall.”  
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Principal  

Welcome back 
Mr Neville  
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As I said in my start of term letter, MRC has broken all past records 
(including those of Midhurst Grammar School) to achieve the best ever 
GCSE results since this type of examination began in the 1980s.  We 
have improved the 5+ A*-C GCSE pass rate (including English and Maths) 
by 11% in comparison to 2010 and the 5+ GCSE A*-C pass rate by 12%.  
Not only have we made this step forward before going into our new 
building but we are also delighted for our students knowing they are 
attending one of the most improved secondary schools in West Sussex. 

I fully recognise that nothing stands still in education and to this end 
MRC has set itself some very ambitious targets for next summer: 

90% 5+ GCSE A*-C 
70% 5+ GCSE A*-C inc. English & Mathematics 
100% A*-E at A level 
50% A*-B at A level 

Clearly, these targets are significantly above anything achieved before, however we know that we 
can make confident steps towards coming as close to these figures as possible.   

We have now been working on the ‘The MRC Way’ for half a term.  As you will recall, we are trying 
to achieving consistency and the highest possible standards in four key areas: 

Teaching and Learning 
Assessment 
Behaviour  
Uniform 

Getting standards right in these areas will establish the foundation stones for Phase 2 of MRC’s 
development – the period after our first Section 5 Ofsted inspection but the time before entry to 
our new building.  I believe there is a big difference between consistency (our aim) and conformity 
(students and staff doing things in a particular way but not fully understanding why).  I very much 
believe in individuality, however it is a trait of the strongest schools that they have agreed and 
embedded structures and the work on ‘The MRC Way’ is going to help the College establish these. 

In our transition towards greater parental involvement at MRC I have been delighted with the 
attendance at my first Principal’s surgery so I now look forward with real excitement to the first 
meeting of the new Midhurst Rother College Association (MRCA) on the evening of Thursday 3 
November in Memorial Hall at 6.30pm.  I really want this to become a powerful parents’ group.  
The big change from the past is that membership is automatic for all parents and carers.  MRCA’s 
three aims are: 

To provide a forum where members can be consulted on current issues or future plans 
To provide a calendar of social events for members  
To raise money for the College 

The best schools are those where parents really get involved – the MRCA presents a golden 
opportunity for this to happen.  I have spoken to many parents since starting at MRC in 2009 and  
I am absolutely confident we have a wonderful group of people who want to get closely involved 
with what is becoming a great success story.  I sincerely look forward to seeing as many of you 
there on the evening of 3 November and discussing with you the many new ideas we want to 
introduce at MRC.  These are truly exciting times. 

It only remains for me to say I hope you all have a peaceful half term and I hope our students in 
Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 take every opportunity to work hard for the examinations that are ahead in 
November and January of this academic year! Mr Mike Neville’s idea of a honeymoon for 

himself and his wife, Polly, was to cycle 
14,000miles around the world to attract 
publicity for the work of Barnados and other 
child fostering organisations.  An epic journey 
and 4,500 photographs later, students and 
staff were thrilled to welcome him back this 
term to his roles of KS3 Co-Coordinator and 
Science Teacher.  Said Mr Neville,  “My wife 
and I would like to thank the MRC community 
for their support over the last year.  Our 
adventure really did have its ups and downs, 
and following an incredible year, it ’s great to 
be back!”  In this photograph they had just 
cycled through the Nevada Desert  in 
temperatures of 115 F! 

Year 12 students had a fantastic day developing their 
team building skills with the aid of the British Army  
last term.  Lateral thinking, communication skills and 
physical challenges were all duly tested and students 
were brilliant, reports Director of KS 5, Miss Jen Weeks.  
Lots of mud, laughter and fun was had by all and a  
well bonded team was the grand result. Thank you to 
Aaron, Rachel and Jayne for their support and 
participation.  

Advice from the Army 

Their Sports Leaders’ task was to lead 277 
primary school children in team Tag Rugby and 
supervise them for the official movie clip. 
Said Mrs Kemp, “It was an historic event and 
one in which we were all very proud to be 
involved.  Our students were the very best of 
ambassadors for the College and excelled in 
their sports leadership skills.  It was really 
great to see our team getting the very best out 
of youngsters they had never met before...and 
so many of them!” 
However, on the day there was a job much 
bigger than the one in hand for our MRC 
Sports Leaders, ...that of supporting Mrs Kemp 
throughout the Wales/France match and 
ultimately commiserating as her team was 
knocked out! 

RFU World Cup 
2015contd/... 
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November  
3 MRCA Parents’ Forum Meeting, Memorial Hall 

4 Principal’s Surgery 2.30-4.30pm 

Sat 5 Y7 SHINE Programme at Winchester College 

8 MRC Orchestra—Midhurst & Petworth Rotary Club 
Music Festival—Herbert Shiner Hall 

10 Y7s ‘Up for It’ – off timetable all day 

11 Armistice Day Assemblies 

15 Y5 Inspiring Science Day 1  

16 Y9 Parents’ and Carers’  Consultation Evening 

18 Y8 Crime Day 

18 BIG GIG 6  -  7-9pm—Memorial Hall 

21 Primary Lab Experience Day 

21 MRC Local Governing Body Meeting—University of 
Chichester 

22 Primary Lab Experience Day  

22 Y7 Parents’ and Carers’  Consultation Evening 

22 Yrs 9/10/11 Football Fixture vs Winchester College 

24 Y9 Careers Day 

25 College Closed 

29 Winter Concert  - Easebourne Site  -  7.30pm-9pm 

30 6th Form visit University of Chichester 

December  

2 Principal’s Surgery 2.30-4.30pm 

7 Y12 visit University of Chichester 

13 Y9 ‘Mini’ University Visit  - (half day at University of 
Chichester)  

13 Carol Services  - Midhurst 

14 Y9 PSHCE Day 

14 Y13 Drama devised performance 

15 Carol Services  - Easebourne 

16 Last day of term 

18-4  
January  

Holiday Break 

3 InSeT DAY 

4 Students return to College 

6 Principal’s Surgery 2.30-4.30pm 

11 Y9 Options Evening 

Sat 14 Y7 SHINE Programme at Winchester College 

16 Y11 Internal Examination Series - to 20.1.12 

18 Y11-13 Group & Friendship Photos — Sports Hall -  
9am 

Sat 21 Y7 SHINE Programme at Winchester College 

23 MRC Local Governing Body Meeting - Easebourne Site 

26 MRC Experience Day: Orchestra 

27 Y11 Internal Exam Results Day  

February  

6 Y10 Higher Education Day - University of Chichester  

7 Safer Internet Day 

7 Y5 Inspiring Science Day 2 

8 6th Form Parents’ and Carers’ Feedback Evening 

9 Yrs11,12&13 Parents' & Carers' Consultation Evening 

10 Last day of term 

13-17 Half Term  

  
 For more details about Midhurst Rother College events 

view our website calendar —www.mrc-academy.org 

Just as we go to press the 100  
canvas Anonymous Silent Auction,  
featuring paintings and photographs 
produced by students, staff and local 
artists, both expert and amateur,   
in aid of the Teenage Cancer Trust and  
the Midhurst Rother College Student 
materials fund, is ready to open at  
The Wheatsheaf, Midhurst.   
Mrs Jeanette Sutton, Subject Leader 
of Art, was inspired to organise the 
auction by one similar in which 
Damien Hirst took part last year,  
only to find that his contribution 
didn’t raise as much as that of a  
local student!  The charity Teenage 
Cancer Trust was chosen in  
particular following the recovery of  
a College art student from 
leukaemia.  
Donations have been received from 
such as botanical illustrator Mariella 
Baldwin, photographer Michael  
Chevis, previous MGS Heads of Art, Stuart Neil and Allan Davies, and the 
current Subject Leader Photography, Nour-Eddine El Ghoumari. 

Last term thirty four students  
achieved the Expedition 
section of their DoE Bronze 
award.  In teams of 6 or 7, 
they walked for approximately 
15 miles over 2 days following 

their planned route with compass and maps, carrying all their 
requirements for the weekend in their rucksacks – tents, cookers, fuel, 
food, clothing, sleeping bags, washbags, waterproofs.  It was a real 
challenge on the first weekend battling through very wet and windy 
weather, but they all worked as a close-knit team, taking care of one 
another and made Midhurst Rother College very proud. 
The following students (current and those who have since gone onto 
pastures new) have been assessed and passed: Ashleigh Donnelly,  
Ashley Baker, Harry Griffiths, Jenny Dove, Morgan Butt,  
Rebecca Romanwicz, Seb Barsby, Ailsa Jones, Alice Parry, Jack Benham, 
Kieran Harrington, Lottie Adams, Lucy Devlin, Tom Groves,  
Christian Styles, Corinne Curry, Joe Cook, Olivia Winther, Toby Futcher, 
Ebony McKay, Mia Clark, Cara West, Danielle Styles, Martyn Raison,  
Zac Simmonds, Poppy Holden, Katie Moore, Chloe Knight, Alex Gilson, 
Grace Scott, Lucy Brodrick, Beth Mayhew, Jonathan Mitchell and 
Jonathan Bristow. 

Year 6 Pupils from the 
Rother Valley came 
together at Midhurst Rother 
College to join the Big Sing.  In two 
exciting sessions, full of energy, 
everyone took part in fun songs, 
popular songs, singing games, 
harmony practise and went for the 
high notes!  “No Wars Will Stop Us 
Singing”, the theme song for World 
Peace Day, fired up the young 
voices and the lively session was 

rounded off with the joyful Pocketful of Sunshine written by Natasha 
Beddingfield.  Even those who claimed not to enjoy singing couldn’t help 
but give the funny sounds and even funnier faces a try to create a noisy 
percussion band with voices and hand and foot sounds.  The Big Sing was 
lead by Emily Barden, WSCC Curriculum Leader for Voices and Choirs, 
assisted by MRC Year 8 students. We are looking forward to hosting “The 
Really Big Sing” next October in our state of the art theatre within the 
new college building, due to open September 2012. 

Side by side singalong  

Shhhhhhhhhhh! 


