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Inspiration for Aspire 
Group... ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
higher achievement has been borne out in 
the creation of our Year 11 Aspire group.  In 
September  a residential trip involved a 
group of students visiting Winchester 
/ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
Oxford.  The exciting visit offered a rigorous 
academic experience and an ideal 
opportunity to heighten aspirations.  Time 
spent at Winchester College included taster 
lessons in English, Maths and Science while 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ŀǘ {ǘ WƻƘƴΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΣ hȄŦƻǊŘ 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭƳ ΨtŜǊǎŜǇƻƭƛǎΩ 
followed by discussion about themes and 
issues raised by the film.  The following day 
was filled with physics show Accelerate! and 
a rotation of subjects for students interested 
in Sciences, Arts and Humanities.  The event 
concluded with a talk by tutors who 
presented an insight into life in higher 
education.   This will be the first of a number 
of academic sessions we intend to run which 
we hope will provide students with the 
motivation and skills to reach their full 
potential in both GCSE and A level 
examinations.  

 

MRC  Years 9,10 and11 football 

team recently travelled to Winchester 
College launching a new sporting 
collaboration between the two colleges.  
The competition and standard of play was 
high and the scoring throughout close,  
but Winchester snatched victory towards 
the end.  More sporting fixtures with 
Winchester are planned for the future,  
such as cricket, tennis and badminton. 
 

Chichester University Students 
visit Y7 for Star Student day... 
see page 2 

I will study and get ready 
and my chance will come... 
Abraham Lincoln 

Year 13 students achieved an impressive 
set of A level results with exceptionally 
strong performance in a number of 
subject areas.  95% of A level entries 
were successful, with an average point 
score of 564 per student and 43% of 
entries either at grade A or B.  The 
progress of students at A level was very 
strong when compared to that made 
nationally by students with similar prior 
performance at GCSE. 
 

 

A number of individual students 
performed particularly well with Chloe 
Oram, outgoing Head Girl, obtaining  4 A 
grades and Emma Kearsey achieving 3 A 
grades.  Other students who also 
performed very well were Dan Denis, 
Lucy Hatch, Maddie Russell, Guy 
Schmidt, Rosie Shaw, Bonnie Tadhunter 
and Sam Taylor, all achieving 720 or 
more QCA points  
(an average of at least 3 B grades). 
 

Of Year 11 students 55% achieved five  
or more A* to C GCSEs.  43% of students 
achieved five or more A* to C GCSEs 
including English and Mathematics.  62% of all GCSE entries were at C grade or above with 
17% of entries obtaining an A* or A grade.   
 

There were some superb individual performances; 22 students obtained five or more A*and  
A grades: Guy Hippisley-Cox, Charlie Neil, Nicky Skinner, George Agate, Joelle Tuqatijian, Wella 
Wilson, Erin Winter, Rhiannon Burgess, Hedley Palmer, Francesca Barsby, Jasmine Poole, 
Douglas Pulman, Samuel White, James Woods, Serafina Zdandowica, Lily Blank, Laura 

Bloomfield, Hannah Boulton, Christopher 
.ƻǿŜǊΣ IŀȅƭŜȅ hΩƭŜŀǊȅΣ DǊŀŎŜ tǊƻōȅƴ  -  
Jasmine Hall attained nine As and one A*.  
Well done to everyone. 
 

Principal, Dr Vitagliano commented: ά¢Ƙƛǎ 
is an excellent set of results in our first 
year; they show improvement in a number 
of key areas as well as strong individual 
performances.  They rightly reward the 
dedication of students and reflect the 
strong support provided by staff and 
parents.  I congratulate all our  students 
ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘΦέ 

Midhurst Rother College  
celebrates a summer of success   

 Jasmine Hall, Erin Winter, Lily Blank, Jasmine Poole, Sam White 

 Charlie Neal, Guy Hippisley-cox, Nicky Skinner, Joelle Tuqatijian, Ella Wilson, 
IŜŘƭŜȅ tŀƭƳŜǊΣ WŀƳŜǎ ²ƻƻŘǎΣ {ŜǊŀŦƛƴŀ ½ŘŀƴƪƻǿƛŎȊΣ IŀȅƭŜȅ hΩ[ŜŀǊȅΣ DǊŀŎŜ tǊƻōȅƴ 

Front l-r:  Nicole Herridge, Maddie Russell, Scot Ind,  Bonnie Tadhunter 
Rear l-r :   Chloe Oram,  Dan Denis, Guy Schmidt  
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When Hush Salon visited Camelsdale First 
School recently for a Year 6  "Mums and 
Daughters " evening the atmosphere was 
anything but quiet apparently!                                                     
IŜŀŘǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΣ aǊǎ tŀƭƳŜǊΣ ǎŀƛŘ ά¢ƘŜ 
evening was filled with fun, laughter and 
an amazing level of communication 
between the mums and daughters.  It 
helped the girls to learn about skin and 
nail care and  
to see another facility at Midhurst Rother 
College. Pupils were particularly thrilled as 
we allowed them to keep their nail polish 
and nail art on for school next day ς my 
fluorescent orange polish with flowery 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴ  ǿŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀŘƳƛǊŜŘΗέ 

Our recent success in Round 1 of the Rotary 
Young Chef Competition is amazing.   Year 10 
Food Technology students took part, each 
producing a healthy meal for two for under 
£7.00.  Congratulations to all, especially  first 
prize winner Shannon whose awards included a 
ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ wƻǳƴŘ нΣ ϻрлΣ ŀ ŎƘŜŦΩǎ ƻǳǘŦƛǘ ϧ ǘƘŜ 
opportunity of work experience at The Angel 
Hotel.  Jemma  won 2nd prize of £25  and  
Jonathan won 3rd prize of £15. 

 

 
 

Can Cook - 
Will Cook!!  
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æChi Uni æStar Studentç day 

Chichester University Students demonstrate the ôStar Studentô Game 

MRC students got 
a taste of what 
could lie ahead 
when members 
from Chichester  
University visited 
to give a 
presentation to 
Year 7 .  
Portrayed 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀ Ψ[ƛŦŜΩ 
game which 
included looking 
at prospectuses 
and creating 
ΨƳƛƴŘ ƳŀǇǎΩ ƻŦ 

what their ideal university 
would look like, the 
programme was designed  to inspire  young 
students to think positively about their future in 
education.  A thought provoking film was 
screened, showcasing two young people who had 
been presented with three different paths they 
could take - leaving school at 16, at 18  or 
progressing to university. 

Winning Chef, Shannon 

Y10 participants overlooking 
WŜƳƳŀΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

Hush Salon and Camelsdale students and staff  

enjoying an evening for Mums and Daughters 

No chance of any 
æhushç at Camelsdale 

MRCA News...In early October Dr Vitagliano and Midhurst Rother College 

Association (MRCA) hosted an informal Indian supper at Capron House for Headteachers 
and PTA Chairs from the family of Rother Valley Primary schools.   The evening was 
planned to enable everyone to get to know one another and stimulate discussion about 
plans for the future.  MRC  6th form students made guests welcome and ensured that the 
evening ran smoothly.   

Aim higher residential 
 

Year 10 student, Lorna Gaskin, and Year 11 
students, Lauren Gilson, Hannah Hampton, 
Emily Mooney, Declan Scammell, Tom Spriggs 

and Holly Woodward recently took part in a Triple Science, 3 day residential course at 
Imperial College London. The students had a fantastic time, 
thoroughly enjoying both the learning and social aspects of 
the course.  
 

The aim of the course was to provide an exciting practical 
experience of science subjects and a demonstration of How 
Science Works as well as raising aspirations towards higher 
education and careers in Science, Technology and 
Mathematics.  During the course the students covered a 
range of mentor-supported activities in a chosen strand of 
Biology, Chemistry or Physics. They also received personal 
effectiveness training and careers guidance.  The 
programme was developed and delivered by Imperial 

College Outreach in partnership with Exscitec.   
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Several Midhurst Rother College Open Days and Evenings have 
taken place this term. Feedback gathered through evaluation has 
not only told us that visitors found our events informative, but 
also that they had a jolly good time.  So much so there was a 
demand for refreshments when we open our doors again so that 
guests can stay longer and relax more! 

Our curriculum and how the school day is managed was, of 
course, high on the agenda of everyone and the information 
provided was much appreciated, but there were special 
accolades for the welcome they received from our students, their 
smart appearance and the way in which they conducted 
themselves throughout.   Displays on both sites were much 
admired as were our student tour guides.  Said one parent, 
άtƻǇǇȅ ŀƴŘ aŜƎŀƴ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ ƻƴ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
the school ς ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜΦ  ²Ŝƭƭ ŘƻƴŜΗέ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ 

particularly enjoyed the interactive activities which were put on 
ǎƘƻǿ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ά±ŜǊȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ   Science 
Department.   Staff were enthusiastic and helpful.  The talk was 
encouraging about the way forward with the school.  You provide 
ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƴǳǊǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦέ   ¢ƻǳǊ ƎǳƛŘŜΣ DŜƻǊƎŜΣ ǿŀǎ 
praised several times. 
Principal, Dr Vitagliano made it clear to all involved that he was 
very pleased with the  success of each occasion and was 
ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΣ ά9ǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 
sure that all our visitors saw our College in its true, positive and 
hardworking light.  We have a great team spirit between students 
and staff which was clearly evident and much appreciated by our 
ƎǳŜǎǘǎΦέ 

Open House at MRC 
 

New MRC Prospectuses now online  

The Midhurst Rother College prospectuses are now available to view through our website, www.mrc-academy.org.  

Featuring a wonderful photo album of students at study and at leisure, our new publications are designed to provide readers with all the information needed about College life, whether  

for prospective students, parents, carers and staff or for  those already part of our growing family.  Using an innovative piece of software we have enabled site visitors to flick through page 

by page, zoom in and out and print off areas of special interest.  Please take a look and let us know what you think  -  enquiries@mrc-academy.org 

 

6th Form Taster Day ... 
Tuesday 24 November is open to all Year 11 students 

who would like to experience sixth form lessons and discuss 
options in detail with teaching staff.  Midhurst Rother College  
offers a variety of different programmes for students in Years 12 
and 13 to cater for a range of interests and diverse strengths.  It 
is intended that every student should have an individual 
learning programme that combines the opportunity to pursue 
the right courses alongside the various enrichment activities 
that are on offer. 
Students who are interested in attending 
or who would like more information 
should contact the Sixth Form Office  by 
17 November 2009.  Meanwhile,  for 
anyone who already has a clear idea about 
what they wish to study at higher 
education, it is very important that checks 
are made with universities about what is 
required both at GCSE and A Level.  
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....and to Y11 student, Selsie Davey who, as 

Corporal Davey in the Sussex Army Cadet Force 
Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ [ƛŜǳǘŜƴŀƴǘΩǎ 
Cadet for West Sussex. This honour reflects the 
enormous amount of dedication that she 
applies to her role and the standing she has 
with her peers and senior Force staff. 

Dramatic spin on alcohol 
awareness 
 

Alcohol awareness was one of 
the key subjects in the Year 9 
Personal, Social and Health 
Education calendar at the 
beginning of this term.  
Directed by outside specialists, 
a play was staged for the 
students about the effects of binge drinking followed by a 
ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΦ {ŀƛŘ t{I9 /ǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ [ŜŀŘŜǊΣ aǊ /ƻƭƭƛƴǎΣ ά¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀȅ 
was very hard hitting and the pupils found it very thought 
provoking.  As a consequence the workshops were extremely 
productive and very lively!   The facilitators were impressed by 
our students and said they were the best behaved, most engaged 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘΦέ 

Sports and Activities Clubs   November/December 
3-4PM  ς EXCEPT GYM ON FRIDAY  3.30-4.30PM 

For more information view our website  http://www.mrc -academy.org/ 

Years 7, 8 

& 9 Foot-
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Years 7, 8 & 

9 Climbing 

Years 10 & 11 Football 
Year 11 Netball 
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day 

Years 7, 8 & 9 

Cheerleading 
Years 10 & 11 

Aerobics 

Years 10 & 11 

Basketball 
Year 10 & 11 

Climbing 

Wed 

nes 

day 

Years 7, 8 & 9 Street 

Dance 
Years 8 & 9 Kick Boxing 

 

Years 7, 8 & 9 

Girlsô Football 

Year 7 Basketball 

 

Years 8 & 9 Aerobics 
Years 8 & 9 Rugby 

Thur

s 

day 

Fri  

day 
Years 7, 8 & 9 Gymnas-

tics 

 

Years 10 & 11 

Girlsô Football 

 

...to Craig Hill...who completed his study with us 
in June and who achieved Southern Region 
Young Apprentice of the Year with Land Rover/
Jaguar.  This followed  a Level 2 (with City and 
Guilds) Motor Vehicle Engineering Young 
Apprenticeship day release course at Brinsbury  
and work experience at Harwoods, who were  so 
impressed that they invtited him to take up a full-

time apprenticeship. immediately. 

Students pay 
tribute to 
those lost in 
WWII  
As the world reflected on 
the 70th anniversary of 
the out break of World 
War II, a team of Year 10 
Midhurst Rother College 
students planned to pay 
their long term respect  

ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƭƻǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻƳōƛƴƎ ƻŦ tŜǘǿƻǊǘƘ .ƻȅǎΩ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƻƴ нф 
{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мфпнΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ aw/Ωǎ 
Curriculum and Intervention Manager, Mrs Lita Brittain, and the 
Chairman of Petworth Enterprise Partnership, Mr Tony Sneller, 
the students  are helping with weekly maintenance at the 
cemetery where the 28 boys, the Headmaster, Charles Stevenson 
and Assistant Teacher, Charlotte Marshall are laid to rest. Said 
aǊǎ .ǊƛǘǘŀƛƴΣ ά²ƘŜƴ L ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ 
renovate the cemetery, I suggested our participation to this 
group of students.  It caught their imaginations instantly and we 
are all very pleased to be involved.  In the longer term there may 
be the opportunity for us to help refurbish the ruined chapel for 
ǳǎŜ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΦέ 

Photo caption:  Mr Tony Sneller, Dominic Groves, Jordan Tilley, Ryan Fagg,  

Sean Holden , Nathan Przepiorka, Ben Greenfield, David Hill, Mrs Lita Brittain 

Silver for 
Adelle in 
Finland 
Congratulations to Y12 
student,  Adelle Tracey 
on her  U17 800mtres  
silver medal at the 
European Youth  
Olympic Festival, 
Finland, in the summer, 
and her 2nd place in the 

same event at the UK Schools Games in September.  In the light of 
her considerable contribution to national youth sport Adelle has 
also been awarded Youth Personality of the Year for both the 
towns of Guildford and Godalming.   

Congratulations... 

....and Zac Ingram, Year 11 saxophonist on his Grade 3, Royal 

College of Music achievement.  

 Yr10 students played their first rugby match for 
Midhurst Rugby Club v Chichester. They really enjoyed 
their first club match and will be playing and competing 
for places in the team for the rest of the season!   They 
were:  Ben Greenfield / Luke Scott / Edward Clee / Cane 
Townsend / Steven Wharton / Connor Clary  -  Years 8 and 9 Reports 
in next issue.  If anyone else is interested in playing for Midhurst Rugby club 

please see Mrs Kemp, Curriculum Leader: PE.   

Football τMRC vs Bishop Luffa... 
Josh Hegaty (Y7 Captain reports) 
²Ŝ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǘŀƎŜǎ ōǳǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ōǊŜŀƪǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
until Taylor Bush scored a great goal. Connor Reid followed with two 
goals  making the game safe. Bishop Luffa then scored a consolation 
goal after a free kick was given seconds before the whistle.   
Bishop Luffa 1- Midhurst Rother College 3  A brilliant match! 

Adelle  with Olympic Gold Medalist, Denise Lewis OBE at the UK Schools Games 

http://www.mrc-academy.org/


 
 

 
As we work 
towards all students 
wearing the same 
uniform, those who 
currently have a 
plain black jumper (as an optional item) will 
be asked to purchase an MRC badge.  
Parents/Carers  will be notified when they 
are available for collection from each site 
Reception. 

Principal  
The start of the new academic year 
has been eventful but very successful. 
 

To begin with, we are moving 
forward on the next step of bringing 
together the predecessor schools to 
Midhurst Rother College.  This has 
involved many members of staff 
working in new positions and 
growing to understand their different 
roles.  I am very pleased with the way 
my colleagues have responded to this 
challenge whilst making sure the best 
interests of our students have always 
been at the forefront of their work.  
 

The College also begins the academic 
year with its new motto:  Free to 
achieve, belong and contribute.  This 
phrase sums up the vision I have for 
the College and it has a very clear 
meaning in the context of the work 
we will do over the next few years. 
 

Q: ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ǿŜ ƳŜŀƴ ōȅ ΨŀŎƘƛŜǾŜΩΚ 
A: Each student exceeds their 
academic potential so that College 
attainment moves into the top 25% 
of all schools nationally.  
Q: ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ǿŜ ƳŜŀƴ ōȅ ΨōŜƭƻƴƎΩΚ 
A: Students conduct themselves in 
ways which show they not only 
respect the College but also their 
peers, all adults they come into 
contact with and the wider 
community.  

 

Q: What do we mean by 
ΨŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜΩΚ 
A: Every member of the College will 
do something over and above what is 
required of them to make a positive 
difference for the immediate 

community and 
the one that lies 
beyond it. 
 

Our Year 11 and 
13 Achievement 
Plans are a 
direct 
expression of 
the vision I have 
for the College.  
Through these 
plans we will support 
every student who is at risk of not 
attaining the GCSE and A level grades 
they are capable of.  We will put into 
effect a range of strategies (from 
coursework support, to motivation 
days, to additional revision sessions) 
so that we do everything we can to 
help our students succeed in 
important public examinations. 
 

This College year will see us 
experiencing an OFSTED inspection.  
Preparations for this are well in hand.  
The Senior Leadership Team, subject 
and pastoral area leaders and 
teachers are all busy working 
towards this event.  We also 
anticipate parents, carers and pupils 
playing their part in helping the 
College obtain the best possible 
report.  We have made great deal of 
progress since opening in January 
and we are keen to show what we 
have achieved. 
 

I would like to wish you all a restful 
half term.  After this, I look forward 
to the many opportunities and 
challenges that await us during the 
rest of the year. 
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Getting in the Moodle 

 
 
As you know from  
ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻƴΩǎκ
ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜǊΣ 
we regard 
homework as a 
very important part of the curriculum.  We ask 
that all homework is recorded in the planner in 
order that you are aware of our expectations and  
that you sign it each week. If you feel the form 
tutor can assist you, please feel free to write a 
comment in the planner for us to follow-up. 

In September Rother 
Valley Primary Schools, 
along with Midhurst 
Rother College Y8 Team 
Leaders, launched the 
Year 6 Rother Valley 
Moodle, a virtual 
learning environment 
which enables students 

to work together without leaving their 
schools.   All primary schools in the 
locality were involved, from  Camelsdale 
on the northern side to Bury in the south 

eastern corner.  Evolved as a result of the 
change in the age of transfer of Year 6 
pupils the scheme was designed to 
facilitate collaborative learning between 
the Primary and Secondary schools.     
Day 1 saw two hundred and twenty Year 6 
pupils working in teams from their own 
schools entirely online; each team was 
supported by an MRC Year 8  Team 
Leader.  On Day 2 the young students 
travelled to MRC to meet their peers with 
whom they had been working virtually the 
previous day.  Headteacher from South 

IŀǊǘƛƴƎΣ aǊ /ǳƭƭŜȅ ǎŀƛŘΣ άLǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǘƻ 
see the different school children waiting 
for their team mates from across the 
Valley to arrive so they could meet, and a 
great image seeing all the different 
uniform colours mixing as they caught up 
ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦά  ! ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ 
activities took place - exploring the art 
ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎƛŜ hΩYŜŜŦŜΣ ǘŜŀƳ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ 
ŘǊŀƳŀ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΣ ŘƛǎǎŜŎǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƛƎΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ 
and lungs, indoor hockey, a beauty 
therapy session and a competition to 
design the 2009/2010 Moodle Logo.    

Homework  

 Attendance  
 
It is clear that 
regular attendance 
and punctuality will  
help students reach  
the highest standards of which they are capable.  
The aim of our College is that the attendance of 
each student will be well above 95%.  
The College has adopted a policy that family 
holidays taken during term time will be deemed 
as unauthorised absence.  Leave of absence will 
only be granted to students on formal request 
and where there are clear extenuating 
circumstances.  Emergency requests will always 
be considered sympathetically. 
After half term we ask all parents to use the 
Midhurst Site absence line telephone: 
01730 812451. 

 

Toby GrovesτPetworth 
Primary School 

 Uniform 




