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  Partnership News 

Chi rocked in a major way for ten Year 9 MRC 
students when they visited the University of 
Chichester for a three day course aimed at 
talented young musicians. Lyrics, music, 
singing and band workshops entertained and 
educated a very enthusiastic group of 
ambitious rockers.  

Rounding off the workshops was a showcase 
ƎƛƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ¦ƴƛƻƴ .ŀǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ ƭƛǾŜ 
performance of songs written during the 
course of the event were performed by the Chi 
Rocks Band. 
The event gave students a fantastic 
opportunity to learn about different aspects of 
the music business from professionals who 
teach at the University of Chichester. Well 
done to Martin Raison, Dan Thacker, Barney 
Stoneham-Russell,Tom Hollands, Zac 
Simmonds, Grace Scott, Esther Maidens, Chloe 
Tucker, Daisy Hodd and Molly Jones.  

In our next addition find out more about 
SHINEτa fantastic opportunity for  incoming 
Year 7s to attend special Saturday schools 
being run in partnership with Winchester 
College.  

We are still celebrating following recent findings 
of Ofsted Inspectors who said we were ΨƳŀƪƛƴƎ 
ƎƻƻŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎΩ.   
¢ƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ŎƭŜŀǊΣ ά{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ 
increasingly more effective progress as they 
develop a positive approach to learning and 
ōǳƛƭŘ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦέ  Lǘ ƎƻŜǎ 
ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀŘ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀ ΨǾŜǊȅ 
ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜΩ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ ά¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƪŜŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
worked co-operatively with the staff to ensure 
the notable improvement in classroom 
behaviour and behaviour around the school. 
The school leaders are clear about the need to 
raise the quality of teaching and have been very 
successful in this through a strategy of effective 

ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ƭŜǾŜƭǎΦέ ¢ƘŜ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ 
ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ΨōŜȅƻƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩΣ ǇƛƴǇƻƛƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
²ƛƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΣ 5Ǌ WƻŜ ±ƛǘŀƎƭƛŀƴƻ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά¢Ƙƛǎ hŦǎǘŜŘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ 
testament to the hard work of our students and staff and I am delighted Inspectors recognised how well 
ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƘŜǊŜΦέ 
ά²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀǊŜŀǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎƘƻǿǎ aƛŘƘǳǊǎǘ wƻǘƘŜǊ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ 

has put down excellent foundations for further progress.  Our aim is to become the best secondary 
school in West Sussex and we can be confident we have a strong base upon which more 
ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ    

äMaking good progress!å 

The instability of world finances proved to be 
no distraction for MRC Year 9  students who 
recently took part in the  South East Region  
ά{ǘƻŎƪ aŀǊƪŜǘ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜέ ƛƴ DǳƛƭŘŦƻǊŘΦ 
Facilitated by professional hedge fund 
managers, the competition drew a large 
entry from both private and state schools.  
The session began with tutorials on how the 
Stock Market worked, followed by the 
challenge in which teams had to buy and sell 
stock through  the course of the day using an 
initial  capital of £15,000. 
άhǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ aǊ 
/ƻƭƭƛƴǎΣ /ǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ [ŜŀŘŜǊΣ t{9Σ  άŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ǳƴŦŀȊŜŘ 
by the new experience and full of determination.  The teamwork was exceptional. Their winning  
total of  £240,000  which ǎǿŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΗέ  

MRC çbullsç win the day 

Mia, Emily, Corrine, Poppy, Katie, Ashley, Harry, Christian, 
Chloe, Kieran, Jack, Charlie 

The proposed plan for our new building is a state-of-the-art, four-winged 
school, accommodating a house in each, with a central drum and atrium at 
its core. The central drum and atrium design will be on three floors. 
Reception will be found on the ground floor with stairs and corridors 
ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ǿƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƻǇ ŦƭƻƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ΨŘǊǳƳΩ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ 
to Sixth Form.  The new building will sit neatly and sensitively in our long 
established setting. Featuring innovative landscaping and layout, the site 
will be completely enclosed with a dedicated  transport terminal as well as 
facilities available to share with the Midhurst community, such as a theatre 
and drama and dance studios.    

Our new building 

Work hard, play hard and 

make sure you give some-

thing back. 
Michelle Mone, 38τƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ 

most successful entrepreneurs with her  

formula for success and happiness 
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Year 9 students received a visit from the Smarter Choices Roadshow to explain how everyone can reduce their carbon emissions 
when travelling.  The programme looked at both current and future travel options, particularly those involved when the College is 
located in its new building on the Midhurst site.  Students were given the opportunity to examine and explore various methods of 

sustainable transport and discover where these fit into wider climate change issues.  The South Downs 
National Park Authority funded the visit which allowed students and staff to ride electric cycles and scooters.  
[ƻǘǘƛŜ !ŘŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ ½ƻŜ Dƭŀǎǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴΣ ά²Ŝ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜŘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
travel patterns contribute to global warming. We learned how the electric bikes work and minimise the 
effect on the climate. Transport is such a simple, every day thing  we take for granted, and yet how we 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ   

A gentle stroll around the Place de la Bastille and Place des Vosges was first on the itinerary for thirty four Year 9 students 
on their recent trip to Paris. This was followed by  travel on the Metro to visit the Arc de Triumphe and 
ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƳǇǎ 9ƭȅǎŞŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ  aǳǎŞŜ ŘΩhǊǎŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ½ŀŎ {ƛƳƳƻƴŘǎ ǿƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
discover the most facts about the works of on show.   Despite the searing heat, the party left no stone 
unturned over the three days, walking along the banks of the Seine, ascending the Eiffel Tower and 
climbing not only  to the top of the Notre Dame towers, but also the steps to Montmartre having taken 
in the Moulin Rouge.  A relaxing bateau mouche ride  along the river was much appreciated  by all and 
this very successful visit was completed by a final stop at the Stade de France  for a tour of the changing 
ǊƻƻƳǎΣ ŀ ǿŀƭƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǇƭŀȅŜǊǎΩ ǘǳƴƴŜƭ ŀƴŘ ŀ Ψ/ƻƳŜ ƻƴ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩ ǎƘƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ .ƻȄΦ  

D/{9Ωǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ¸ŜŀǊ мм ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŜƭŜƎŀƴŎŜ ŀǘ hƭŘ 
Thorns Hotel, Liphook.  The students made an impression right from the start, 
arriving in a diverse array of transport including a fire engine, Hummer limo, a 
vintage tractor and trailer with hay bales and a variety of sports cars.  As part of the 
evening a number of prestigious titles were awarded including those of Prom King 
and Queen to Barney White and Sian Budd. 

Smarter Choice Roadshow 

L-R: Adam Knight, Jamie Dunstan, Tori Beesley,  
Lewis Paddock, Poppy Penson, Nick Moore,  
Meg Stankus, Barney White, Tom Gumbrell,  
Jemma Acres, Rueben Lee, Alice Seymour 
 

Outdoor provisions offer a floodlit, all-weather sports pitch, six tennis courts and two drama 
amphitheatres.  The Sports Hall, which was only  completed in 2005 complements the new 
structure so will remain untouched.  

The  project team, made up of our Principal, Dr Vitagliano, 
and staff, West Sussex County Council, Balfour Beatty and 
United Learning Trust members, is working hard to ensure 
that the project is on target for the opening in Autumn 
2012/Winter 2013 and that the community has a wonderful 
new building that will serve future generations of students 

Our new building /contd...  

If you would like further information please visit our website  
www.mrc-academy.orgð About usðOur New Building     
or    
Email  academies@westsussex.gov.uk 

...and best bib and tucker for year thirteens 

Elegant evening for elevens 
Left: Oliver Denis and Chloe Knight 

High heels, beautiful frocks, bow ties and tuxedos made Year 13s Prom a wonderful night to remember.  Celebrating the end of their secondary 
education in great style at Cowdray Park Golf Club,  students and staff danced the night away together before they move 
on to higher education at university or to gap years around the world.  Speeches from student, Ben Carter, Pastoral 
Leader, Jayne Beesley and outgoing Director of Key Stage 5, Mark Phillips drew both laughter and tears.  All commented 
on the close bond of friendship between the students and recounted some of the many and often hilarious memories.  
Prom King and Queen, Chris Greenslade and Amy Homewood, thanked all staff at the College for their support and hard 
work in preparing them for their exams, and the launch pad they had created for the next stage in their lives. 

¨ Paris 
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What are you going to get up to this summer? 
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We understand from many students and staff that everyone will be busy this summer participating in a range of 
different competitive activities and hobbies ranging from horse riding, triathlons, marathons, swimming galas, 
climbing, cycling, angling, athletics and  putting on music gigs ...  to developing  a greater cultural understanding of 
the world as our gap year students set off on their travels.  

 

While everyone is off on holiday Mrs Hathaway, Community Partnership Co-Ordinator, and her team 
will be running an exciting Nature Explorers Summer School for Year 5-7 students from across the 
Rother Valley who enjoy investigating all things creepy crawly and are interested in our environment.  
With an aptitude for science, geography and maths, 30 youngsters will spend a week  at MRC 

analysing our Midhurst site and building insect homes to help sustain a healthy ecosystem.  During one of the days 
the group will visit the Natural History Museum to attend especially devised workshops. 
 

Alex King will be teaching others how to fish through East Hampshire District Council  at 
MBK Leisures. A successful angler himself, having won both junior and adult 
competitions, Alex now coaches those new to fishing 
alongside developing his own skills to better his results.  

άLǘΩǎ ǎǘǊƛŎǘƭȅ ŀ Ƙƻōōȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΣέ ǎŀȅǎ !ƭŜȄΣ άaȅ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ L¢ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ L ŎƻǳƭŘ 
ŎƻƳōƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǘƘŜƴ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŀǇǇȅΦέ 
 

Not surprisingly, in such a rural setting as ours we have many passionate equestrians in 
our midst (including our Newsletter Editor!). Hannah Stickley will be busy training hard 
at home and practising  in  local competitions to make sure she and horse, Aida, are 

ready to take part in the Great British Dressage 
Championship in October,  for which they have 
qualified.  While Daisy Hodd and Colnea Pride have a 
busy schedule planned, representing Cowdray Pony 
Club at area events, including a prestigious show jumping fixture at the National 
Arena, Hickstead.  Ashley Baker, also a Cowdray member, will continue to get up at 
6.30am each day to tend to his 6 horses and keep them all in training for a very busy 
ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ǎƘƻǿ ƧǳƳǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘƛƴƎΦ  άL ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 
ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǊŎǳƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŜŀǊƭȅ 
every day to care for them and do all the training we need to be successful.  We are 
out almost every weekend, packing up the horsebox on a Friday night and not  
ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŜ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƭŀǘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΦ  LǘΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƛǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦέ  !ǎƘƭŜȅ Ƙŀǎ 
qualified for national junior show jumping competitions at both Hickstead and 

Lincoln later this year. 
Tawny Gallop ŀƴŘ ΨōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩ !Ǌǘȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀƎŜƴŘŀτthey are 
working towards being  skilled in horseback  archery.  Already a fully 
fledged polo groom and expert helper with Destrier, a 15th Century 
mounted cavalry re-enactment society, Tawny and Arty are well on their 
way to achieving their ambitions.  She is working with Destrier during their 
summer appearance at Arundel Castle and is looking forward to picking up 
hints, tips and experience from professional, international jousters and archers.   
Tom Jamieson started road cycle racing in 2006 and joined the In-Gear 
Development Squad in January 2007 in both track & closed road circuit races. 
Tom has previously been selected to ride at the DHL Sprint School once a month 
at the Newport Velodrome and has been coached by top GB  experts alongside 
Olympic medallists. This summer will see Tom back in serious training for a 
variety of events. 

Keiran Rhodes-Wort will be undergoing summer training in preparation for the upcoming football season. Keiran, a  right 
ōŀŎƪ ŦƻǊ {ǘŜŘƘŀƳ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ aŜƴΩǎ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ tƭŀȅŜǊǎΩ tƭŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ нлмл ōȅ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ǘŜŀƳ ƳŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ 
player throughout the 2009/10 season.  In his spare time, Keiran is a keen photographer and is developing his portfolio ready 
for his A2 photography studies next year. Lou Simac will be kept busy by Chichester Athletic Club for 
whom she is now on the winning podium regularly.  Lou was enlisted by them following  her success 
in javelin when representing  Sussex Schools. 
 

Meanwhile, what do you think a rugby scrum, climbing and BMXing have in common with 
campanology?  Year 10s  Liam Andrews and Harry CarterΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘΗ IŀǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ [ƛŀƳ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƭƭ 
four activities with equal enthusiasm.  Introduced to the art when working towards their Duke of 
9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘ .ǊƻƴȊŜ  ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛŘƘǳǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ 9ŀǎŜōƻǳǊƴŜ wƛƴƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǎǘƻǇǇƛƴƎ  άŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǎƻƻƴΗέ  .ƻǘƘ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜƭƭ-ringing  grandfathers and 
ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ōȅ IŀǊǊȅΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ǇǊŀŎǘƛǎŜ ŜŀŎƘ ǿŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ΨǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎΩ ŦƻǊ 
social ceremonies such as weddings.  Catch them at a good moment and they will tell you all about 
ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǿŜƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ōŜƭƭǎΣ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ΨǊƻǳƴŘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨǇŜŜƭǎΩ (the order in which the 
bells are rung for different effects), the history and some of the gory tales  of bell ringers who have 
forgotten themselves and ended up swinging into the towers, then crashing to the floor sustaining 
ƳŀƧƻǊ ƛƴƧǳǊƛŜǎΦ  ά¸ƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŦƛǘΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ 
ǊƘȅǘƘƳΣέ ǎŀȅǎ IŀǊǊȅΦ  άbƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŀǘΣέ ǎŀȅǎ [ƛŀƳΣ ά¸ƻǳΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ  ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ƻǊ ȅƻǳΩŘ ōŜ ƻǳǘ 
ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŜŀǊΗέ  ¢ƘŜƛǊ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƴƻǿ ƭƛŜ ƛƴ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ōŜƭƭǎ όάΦΦΦǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 
ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƘǳƎŜέύ ŀƴŘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀǘ /ƘƛŎƘŜǎǘŜǊ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭΦ  ²ŀǘŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǇŀŎŜτthey are very determined! 

Daisy Hodd (Y9) on Colonea Pride Hannah Stickley (Y12) on Aida 

Alex Kingy�² Y10 

Tawny Gallopτ(Y10 )with  Arty and 
Olly (Artful Dodger and Oliver Twist) 

Liam Andrews and Harry CarterτY10 

Ashley Baker (Y 9) representing 
Cowdray Pony Club on Miss Minty 

Alex King ( Y10) 

Tom JamiesonτY12 (yellow  jersey)

Lou Simac  (Y9)  in her Sussex kit 


