
free to achieve, belong and contribute 

New Heads of College  
appointed 

Pause for thought... 
The world’s last known combat veteran 
of World War I, British born, Claude 
Choules, died  on 5 May in Australia aged 
110. He witnessed the surrender of the 
German fleet in the Firth of Forth in 
November 1918, then the scuttling of the 
fleet at Scapa Flow.  
Mr Choules remembered WWI as a 
“tough” life, marked by occasional 
moments of extreme danger. He lied 
about his age to become a Royal Navy 
rating, joining the battleship HMS 
Revenge on which he saw action in the 
North Sea aged 17.  After the war he 
served as a peacekeeper in the Black Sea 
and in 1926 was posted as an instructor to 
Flinders Naval Depot, near Melbourne. It 
was on the passenger liner to Australia 
that he met his future wife to whom he 
was married for 80 years. 
During the Second World War Mr Choules 
was the Acting Torpedo Officer of HMAS 
Fremantle.  He was also Chief Demolition 
Officer tasked with sabotaging Fremantle 
harbours and related oil storage tanks in 
the event of a Japanese invasion. 
Mr Choules was also the last veteran to 
have served in both world wars, and the 
last seaman from the First World War. 
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Davina’s Divas 

The tenth and final session in the Year 7 SHINE 
project, running in conjunction with 
Winchester College, takes place this month. 
Students have participated in a range of 
activities from performing Macbeth in the 
cloisters, to propelling rockets in physics and 
working on complicated algebraic equations.   
Students in Year 10 have also been working 
with their peers on a joint photographic 
exhibition which will be displayed both in 
Winchester College’s Angelus Gallery and our 
own Capron House in the autumn term.  

Meanwhile, Mr Richard Brimacombe and Miss 
Sally Tidbury of the Music Department are in 
talks with Masters at Winchester planning joint 
workshops for the next academic year.   

Lauren Gilson and Liam Fox have been 
appointed new Head Girl and Head Boy of 
Midhurst Rother College. Lauren, who is 
studying  A Level Maths, English, 
Geography and Religion and Philosophy is 
also an accredited MRC Sports Leader.  
Liam, recently successful as Managing 
Director of the MRC Young Enterprise 
company, Transcendancy, which won Best 
Product of the Year Award at Chichester 
College,  is studying ICT, Business Studies 
and Photography.  They are both aiming for 
university next year, Lauren with a future 
based on her interests in maths and 
geography, Liam focusing on a career in 
ICT.  Although wishing to steer clear of the ‘make the difference’ cliché they feel that with the 
enabling style of the Midhurst Rother College staff, Senior Leadership Team,  the direct support of 
Miss Weeks, Assistant Principal, and the backing of their peers, they are going to be pivotal in 
making sure that students really do have their say as MRC moves forward, especially into its new 
building, due to open in Autumn 2012.  contd/6... 

Katie Moore, Grace Scott and Lou Simac, Year 10 
BTEC PE Students and Sports Leaders (pictured here 

with celebrity Davina McCall), were chosen as 
representatives of Midhurst Rother College to 
support the Davina’s Diva 100 Ladies Only bike 
ride event at Cowdray.  Said Action Medical 
Research Community Fundraising Manager, Alice 
Lisher, “The girls where fantastic! They were full of 
enthusiasm and did their job absolutely brilliantly, 
enormous thanks to them and we hope they are 
going to be able to help again next year!” 

Inside Track 
The first group of students to take advantage of 
the construction site viewing area at Midhurst 
Rother College said that they really felt like they 
were part of the new building project. 
Members of the Balfour Beatty construction 
team, Rowan Swallow and Paul Jarmyn  
presented the students with a general overview 
of the project and different aspects of the work 
being carried out.    Careers advice was also on 
hand focusing on all aspects of engineering   
along with a particular tutorial on surveying  
and the specialist equipment. 
Said Year 11 student, Dominic Groves, (pictured 

left),  “It was a great opportunity not just to learn about the construction industry, but also to get a 
look at the foundations of the new school.  It was brilliant.” contd/6... 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_war
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seaman
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Tough training for summer expedition  
students 

Another success for MRC Sustainability Day 
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Midhurst Rother College hosted it’s free, family event,   Keep It Local Eco 
Sustainability Day in surprise sunshine. Many local agencies and businesses who 
have an interest or involvement in green issues displayed their services and offered 
advice. Southern Water, Better Tomorrow and Energy GainUK gave advice to the 
public on how they could save money while becoming more environmentally 
friendly.  South Downs National Park Authority promoted our new national park. 
Local businesses exhibited their eco-friendly goods and services. Delicious organic 
food was cooked to order by Richline Farms while SUJOCO Cookery School 
demonstrated how to make delicious nettle rarebit and wild garlic, pistachio and 
broad bean hummus. The members of MIDHURST OVER 60s raised some £400 for 
Help for Heroes through a raffle and their cake and plant sale.  
The ever popular pond dipping, bug viewing through electronic microscopes and 
plant pot making were among the eco-activities enjoyed by families. The college’s 
own Hush Salon painted faces and local band, Samboogie provided musical 
accompaniment to the event. Visitors as usual were captivated by the fantastic 

array of animals provided by Miller’s Ark and youngsters were just thrilled at being able to get so up 
close and personal. 
Balfour Beatty, the construction company in charge of the Midhurst Rother College new build project 
were on hand with an exhibition under the banner, Sustainability – a Collective Responsibility – A 
Sustainable School for the Future, led by Project Co-Ordinator, Phil Brindley, who along with MRC staff 
member, Mrs Angela Thornley, conducted visits to the site viewing area so that everyone could see 
for themselves the progress that was being made. 
Maddie Williams, MRC Community Partnership Coordinator and event organiser said, “In spite of the 
forecast we were delighted with the weather and the success once again of this event. This has 
become a day for the whole community and a wonderful way for Midhurst to celebrate itself. We are 
already looking forward to next year.”     

The expedition to Vietnam this summer is going to be tough.  
Hiking  in unfamiliar conditions, through jungle and over 
hilly terrain faces them all, along with a big , eight day 
community project  planned which involves their  building of 
a much needed bridge between two villages to enable local 
people to transport provisions more easily and provide 
access for medical treatment..  The team involved is seen 
here on one of their training weekends on the South Downs.  
The company supporting the expedition, True Adventure, 
are paying for part of the project and rather than the 
villagers footing the rest of the bill students are hoping, 
through fund raising, to  over the rest.. 
Mrs Jayne Beesley, 6th Form Pastoral Leader and one of the 
leaders of the expedition says access to previous funding has 
dried up so they are having to get their ‘thinking caps on’ 
about how they can raise money.  “So far we have made 
nearly £600 through an Own Clothes Day at College. Although I am quite nifty with a shovel, my bridge building skills are a bit rusty so we are going to 
need all the help we can get to make sure we have enough money to employ helpers on site.  If anyone has any suggestions or would like to contribute 
to our fund I would look forward to hearing from them!”.  Mrs Beesley will be accompanied by Assistant Principal, Miss Weeks, Curriculum Leader: Art, 
Design and Technology, Mr Atkinson and True Adventure guide, Tom Battye. 

Front L-R  Tom Sprinks, Harry Carter, Mrs Jayne Beesley,  Ffion Parry, Josie ford, Storm Chiverton, Charles Aitken   
Back L-R  Paddy King, Ben Eykyn, Cam Schmidt, Lauren Gilson, Leah Russell, Lucy Bryant, Alice Hatch, Jack Clarke,  
Megan Casebow, Hannah Collins, Tom Battye (True Adventure guide) and Scarlett Harris. 

Catriona Gibbon, Styn Oomen and Emily Collins-Wingate (pictured right)  recently attended a 
presentation evening for the Warwick University Young Researchers Competition at Guildford High 
School for Girls. This was one of several local area presentation evenings  at which our students were 
awarded Highly Commended and Talented Research Writer certificates. 
Well done! 

Young researchers rewarded  
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Watch this space! 
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Hayley Kemp, Subject Leader: PE reports:  We have 
just had an amazing year so far in sport.  As a big rugby 
fan myself I am particularly thrilled  to see that our 
ladies’ team has taken off and we now have more boys 
playing rugby for Midhurst Rugby club than ever 
before, having started their rugby experience at MRC!  
It might have something to do with our wonderful 
sponsored strip of which they are all very proud when 
we play away games.  Meanwhile, 6th Former Cameron Schmidt continues his ascendancy in the game,  playing County standard as hooker 

for Sussex RFC U18s.  What’s really exciting for me overall is that students are proactive and come to me with proposals of what they would like to get more 
involved in.  A great example of this is our group of lady cheerleaders, Razzle Dazzle who not only put on performances for students and parents, but have also 
appeared at local garden parties and fetes.  As a group they really take the lead themselves and I am so impressed by their energy, commitment and teamwork. 
Our cricket and stoolball seasons have now begun and already our athletics teams are in training for both outside fixtures and our own sports day .  At the 

recent Mountbatten Sports Day in Portsmouth,  Midhurst Rother College students were a huge 
credit to themselves and to us, with Lou Simac (javelin) and Dan Eeles (track) being spotted and 
asked to compete for Sussex Schools. 
 

The willingness to take part and support is very impressive among our students, particularly through 
our Sports Leadership programme.  This is a rapidly expanding programme with 25% of College 
involved. Our leaders are from all years putting themselves forward to help with internal and 
community events, involving outside agencies and the Rother Valley Primary Schools.   Recently 
three of our Year 10 girls, Lou Simac, Katie Moore and Grace Scott gave up their Sunday to help at a 
charity cycle ride in aid of Action Medical Research.   They really enjoyed having the opportunity to 
support such a great children’s charity and got an enormous buzz out of having their picture taken 
with celebrity, Davina McCall.  Since the event, interest in putting together a cycling club has grown 

and already we have a group keen to start training in September to take part next year.  Although it’s supposed to be for girls only, I ’m pleased to say that 
some of our boys are keen to join the training too.   
 

I  am also very proud of our students  who not only put their heart into PE, in lessons and representing College, but show true commitment to their sporting 
passions in leisure time.  The success of our U16 and U14 football players in their local teams this season has been amazing, featuring regularly in the press and 
many highlighted as exceptional individuals. Year 10, Tom Cain, as a Sports Leader,  has relinquished his place in the former to manage the latter.  International 
runner, Adelle Tracey continues to astound us all with her commitment to a rigorous training schedule, her achievements on the track and her high media 
profile in connection with the Olympics, while continuing to be an excellent student who has secured a place at Bournemouth University.   We are all keeping 
everything crossed for her in 2012!    Peter Thomas a Year 8 Sports Leader will shortly be presented with Bronze in the Chichester District Youth Sport 
Achievement Awards 2011 in recognition of his excellent performances in shot and discus. We also have two county and national sports people in Olivia 
Winther (sailing) and Ashley Baker (show jumping) along with martial arts medal winners Georgia Stemp (judo), Lucy Van Zwanenberg (Y8) and brother Oliver 
van Zwanenberg (Y10); the two latter students  have just achieved Black Belt status in taekwondo. We also have a very competitive Guildford Flames Ice Hockey 
player, Ollie Denis and Emma Baigent is representing  Sussex U18 in Stoolball.  Meanwhile, Year 11 Archie Challen is taking the local golf world by storm and is 
this year’s Junior Captain at Cowdray.  I know this is just the tip of the iceberg and I can’t tell you how thrilled I am, along with all my colleagues, when a student 
shares such great stories with us.  We feel nothing but admiration and want to give them all the support possible. 

MRC 6th Formers scooped Young Enterprise Best Product Award at 
Chichester College.  Amazing effort and professionalism paid 
dividends for Midhurst Rother College 6th Form Business Studies 
students, when local schools came together at Chichester College 
to fight it out for trophies and respect!  Six outstanding MRC 
students worked hard in preparation for the day by putting 
together a thorough, confident and very funny presentation to 
promote their company Transcendancy and its products, bath 
bombs, scented melts and stamp watches. This, together with hard 
work and determination, helped them storm through to win the 
fantastic accolade of The Best Product 2011.  All the students have 
really made it through a difficult but rewarding journey to get to 
this point. They first took part in a Dragons Den-type process which 
was judged by executives from some of the finest blue chip 

companies, such as Rolls-Royce Motor Cars Limited and Barclays Bank PLC. Their products have been sold through the Transcendancy website, via word of mouth, direct 
selling and even at the awards day stand! Each student has taken their role very seriously,  learning how to run a successful company and more importantly how to cope 
with real life business issues. 
Said Mrs Karn, Teacher of Business Studies who has worked with Transcendancy from its inception,  “The students  have deservedly gained this award through high spirit 
and fabulous team work. It is a true sign of great things to come from each of these magnificent students. They have served Midhurst Rother College well and we are 
proud of their achievements.” 

Midhurst Rother College Mountbatten Sports Team 2011 

Celebrating sport 

Year 8  Sports Leaders 

Lucy and Oliver van  Zwanenberg  recently 
achieved Black Belt status in taekwondo—see 

Press Cuttings on our website for more information 

Ashley Baker and Cowboy won two West Sussex 
qualifiers to reach the Royal Windsor Horse Show this 
year, winning a 4th place in the prestigious Top Score  
show jumping competition—see Press Cuttings on our 

website for more information 

Ollie Denis plays highly competitive ice 
hockey for the Guildford Flames. 

As Guildford Sports Personality of the Year two years 
running, athlete Adelle Tracey is seen here with the 
Mayor and Olympic Gold Medal winner, Allan Wells, 
fronting  the publicity campaign following the an-
nouncement that the Olympic Torch route will go 
through the Surrey Town.—see Press Cuttings on our 

website for more information 

Transcendancy Board of Directors, 6th Formers Nick Gover (IT), Liam Fox (MD), Rueben Lee (Finance/Company Secretary),  
Sian Budd (HR), Abi Chard (Sales), Hannah Grant (Operations) 
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Reaching out to our primaries 
So far this year Science Teacher, Mrs Skelt has 
worked with our primary schools on 27 occasions. 
The students from Rother Valley primaries have 
been captivated by Heart Dissections, Colour and 
Light, Kitchen Sink Chemistry and Amazing Big 
Bangs to name but a few. Schools are offered 1 
hour sessions with Mrs Skelt  who uses every 
avenue to engage her visitors;  when asked 
recently about her Science experience at MRC, 
Year 5 pupil Alice, from Northchapel,  said, “It was 
brilliant and Mrs Skelt was very funny!” 

We have held four Gifted and talented Days for the Year 5s and 6s in Science, English, Media 
and Music. For whole Year Groups we have staged a Locality Day full of outdoor activities at 
Stedham Camp and The Big Sing- a huge sing-a-long for Year 6 lead by Emily Barden, WSCC 
Curriculum Leader for Voices and Choirs and the ever popular Funmaths Roadshow for Year 5. 
A big thrill for everyone involved was Orchestra! organised by Music Teacher, Miss Tidbury. 
Fifty two young musicians from the Rother Valley Primaries joined our lower school 
orchestra to learn new musical skills and perform all together. Sue Gibbon from Fernhurst 

Primary said of the day,  “It was a fantastic opportunity for the children to meet and play with others.  I think the memory of 
watching the budding conductors will live with us all forever!” 

Hold the front page! 
With the support of local community police officer, PC Finch, English 

Teachers Miss Odette Marshall and Miss Naomi Pescott hosted a Crime 
Report Writing Day for Year 5 pupils from our Rother Valley 

Schools.  With a body mark out, incriminating finger prints and a crime 
scene awash with clues, the pupils were swept away by the task, 
determined to discover ‘who dunnit’. 
 Said Miss  Prescott, “Our junior crime reporters were totally committed 
to discovering the truth and their team work was terrific.  The reports 
that resulted from the day were very well thought through and we were 

particularly impressed  not only by the enthusiasm, reading skills and techniques that were evident, but also the standard of 
hand writing and presentation.”  

Year 11 students taking a course in Hospitality 
provided entertainment and catering for 40 people (students 
and staff) at Easebourne Site recently, serving a healthy 
option lunch of sandwiches, crudités and dips.  

“I was very nervous in the morning as I came to College with 
my table decoration of floating flowers, but once the event 
started it went really quickly and before I knew it was time to 
clear up!” said Shannon Hook.  In 2009 Shannon reached the 
third round of the local Young Chef of the Year competition. 

 

Sarah McClelland was pleased with the feedback from their 
happy customers, “It was great fun to see everyone enjoying 
the food and games we had prepared and we all got really 
high scores on our customer comment cards.”  

From the left- Emma Hancock, Rachael Hindley, Tori Bell, Mel Holland, Lauren Gatford, Sarah McClelland, Jenny Duncton,  
Charlotte Webster-Salter, Amy Marks, Gabriella Groves, Rosie Mansbridge, Cloe Jamieson, Shannon Hook, Kirsty Stockman, 
Chloe Murfin, Jodie King. 

Hostesses with the mostest! 

Something fishy going on in Year 11 
Fishing For Schools is an exciting project from The 
Countryside Alliance Foundation in which young people are 
taught the unique skills of fly-fishing and offered  a gateway 
into the natural world.  This term five Year 11 students, led by teacher, 
Mr Paul Thompson, had the 
opportunity to take part in this 
programme with Mr Charles Jardine 
who has the reputation as one of the 
finest fishermen in England.  Held in 

association with Duncton Mills Trout Farm and Fishery, the students had sessions both in the classroom and in this 
famous West Sussex beauty spot.  They were all astounded at the skills and patience required and were particularly 
taken by watching Charles make his own flies.  Mr Thompson, a fisherman himself has already reserved places for 
College students next year,  “None of the boys had ever experienced this sport before and all took to it, with David 
Hill proving to be particularly adept and receiving many compliments from Charles himself.” 

From the left– Mr Charles Jardine, Mr Paul Thompson, Dominic Groves, Benn Greenfield,  Nathan Przepiorka, 
Sean Holden, David Hill 

From the left– Dominic, Nathan and Sean with 
catch of the day 
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It is only a short time since the last newsletter you received and 
in that time a lot has happened, most importantly this week’s 
Ofsted inspection.  I know that all parents will be anxious to 
know how this inspection went but unfortunately Ofsted are 
very clear that I cannot share any headlines until the report is 
written and approved.  When this happens parents will be the 
first group to find out.  What I can share with you is that both 
students and staff were brilliant during the two days and our 
visitors were impressed by the warmth and good atmosphere 
that existed on both sites of the College. 
Since April, our building project has moved on and all the time 
that had been lost due to early delays has now been made up.  I 
am reliably informed that the frame of the new College building 
will begin to be visible from North Street in June.  As in Grand 
Designs, we aim to get the roof on for the winter! 
The College is now entering the second phase of its development.  
Our Section 5 Ofsted Inspection Report will tell you how well we 
have done since opening just over two years ago but now we are looking forward to securing 
those elements that will make MRC an outstanding school.  At this point in time our immediate 
priorities are as follows: 

High quality Teaching & Learning (including cross-curricular skills (Literacy, 
Numeracy and ICT), independent learning and study skills) 

High quality student Assessment 

Establishing a high quality Curriculum for all students 

Creating the right Climate for Learning (including students being ‘ready to work, 
ready to learn’, increasing the profile of the form tutor, improving uniform, and 
embedding the MRC experience)  

High quality Behaviour for Living and Learning 

Putting MRC at the centre of the community (through more partnerships and dawn 
to dusk community activity) 

These are important objectives for us.  We have gained a great deal from the Kirkland Rowell 
parental questionnaires and I look forward to the feedback event on the evening of Wednesday 
29 June at 7pm, where we can share with parents the current picture of the College and also 
the plans we have for the future.  Shortly after half term I shall be writing to parents giving 
further details about this important event. 

Finally, I hope all our families have a good half term break.  After it we continue with vital 
examinations and then move on quickly to the summer holidays.  There’s a lot to do and very 
little time in which to do it. 

Principal  

Uniform plays a 
valuable role in 
contributing to the ethos of our College and 
setting an appropriate tone.  Our website and 
the student planner clearly outlines our 
requirements.  As you may know from your son 
or daughter, we have been reminding them of 
our expectations over the last few months.  We 
have reminded boys that shirts should be 
tucked into trousers.  Trousers should be worn 
so that no underwear shows,  any belt needs to 
be plain black and ties firmly tied up to the top 
shirt button ties.  Blazers should be worn at all 
times, including during arrival and departure 
from College.  Everyone will be notified about 
any exceptions to this if the weather is too 
warm.  Footwear for both boys and girls is 
formal (i.e. shoes).  Black canvas plimsolls/
trainers are not part of College uniform and are 
not allowed.    The length and design of some  
of the girls’ skirts currently being worn to 
College is unacceptable and those students 
have been requested to wear trousers or an 
alternative skirt.  We will be following through 
these expectations over the coming weeks and 
ask that you support us in this. Jewellery and 
nail varnish are not allowed. 
We are currently reviewing our uniform policy 
through discussions with our College council  
and would welcome your views as part of a 
parental forum.  If you would be willing to be 
part of this consultation please contact Vice 
Principal, Mrs Christine Denne, through the 
College Office or via an email  at 
christine.denne@mrc-academy.org           
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Out and about 

The smart  
set  

In early May, 
eighty six Year 8 
students spent 
the day learning about worship in Europe’s 

first traditional Hindu Temple, BAPS Shri 
Swaminarayan Hindu Temple,  
Neasden. 
The temple is beautifully handcrafted using 
traditional Indian techniques and materials. 
The students had a chance to take part in the 
daily “Arti” ceremony, visit the 
“Understanding Hinduism” Exhibition and 
meet members of the Hindu community. 

6th Form English students 
were recently very 
impressed when they visited 

Strawberry Hill in 

Twickenham.  It is known as 
one of England’s most 
elegant and eccentric Gothic 
Houses and has been 
painstakingly restored.  
Created by  Horace Walpole, 
in the 18th century, 
Strawberry Hill is 
internationally famous as 
Britain’s finest example of 
Georgian Gothic revival 
architecture. It also inspired 
the first gothic novel The 
Castle of Otranto written by 
Walpole himself. 



Please note that Examinations Timetables  
and details of  

Summer Term Revision Support 
can be found in the Parent/Student area  

on our website 
www.mrc-academy.org/ 

Our Calendar 
  

JUNE   
6 College re-opens  following Half Term Break 

8 Y7 Parents’ and Carers’ Consultation Evening 

8 Y7 Sustainability Day 

11 SHINE (Saturday School)  Winchester College 

14 Y10 Life Skills Day 

14 Maths Challenge - tbc 

14 Yrs 3,4,and 5 Rother Valley Visit 6.30-7.30pm 

15 Yrs 7&8 Junior Mountbatten Athletics 

17-20 Y9 Residential Trip to Paris 

21 
Y5 G&T Creative Art Day - Midhurst Site  9:30am- 

2:30pm 

23 Yrs 3,4,and 5 Rother Valley Visit 6.30-7.30pm 

24 Y11 induction to Year 12 

24 Y13 Prom 

27 Y11 Book returns -  Capron House 9am-12pm 

27 Y13  last week of exams 

28 Y5 G&T Science Day–Easebourne Site 9.30am- 2.30pm 

28 Summer Concert—Easebourne Site— 7pm-9pm 

30 Y5 Local Science Day – 9:30am – 2pm - site tbs 

30 Y11 Leavers’ Ball 

JULY   

1 Y12 Futures Day incorporating UCAS – Memorial Hall 

4 InSeT Day 

5 Yrs7-10 Awards Evening 

6 Yr6 into 7 Transition Day 

6 Y9 Band Competition 

7 Sports Day 

7 LGB Meeting, Capron House 

8 End of lessons for Year 12 

8 Cabaret Night – Sports Hall 7-9.30pm 

10 Vietnam Trip students leave 

11 Activities Week  

11 Yrs 10&12 Work Experience Week 

11-13 Y7 Residential, Hayling Island 

19 Y10 White Hart Lane visit 

22 College Closes for Summer Break 

AUGUST   

1-5 Yrs 5-7 Nature Intrepids Summer School  

9 Vietnam Trip students return 

18 'A' Level Results Day 

25 GCSE Results Day 

SEPTEMBER   

2 InSeT Day 

5 Y7 & Y12 Only attend 

6 College reopens to all Students 

7 College photographs—Midhurst Site 

8 College photographs—Easebourne Site 
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Lauren and Liam made have made a joint statement:  
“Our appointment into these important roles is a 
great achievement and an honour. The candidate 
process was rigorous, but it was definitely worth it 
and  now in office we both aspire to help move the 
college forward. 
Our predecessors Charlie (Chatwood) and  Sophie 
(Lane) did a great job helping MRC get on the map, 
and their work has inspired us to continue the 

improvement in  the College’s status. We want to make sure that our immediate 
and wider communities are aware of MRC in a positive light,   of its fantastic 
attributes and  our ‘aim high’ ethos.” 
Lauren’s own thoughts on becoming Head Girl are clear, “It has been a real 
achievement and I am looking forward to facing the personal challenges ahead 
whilst making a positive impact on behalf of everyone.”   
Liam says he feels the same adding, “The position of Head Boy is a once in a 
lifetime opportunity that I will take great pride in and which will remain with me 
for the rest of my life” 

Nathan Przepiorka said, “There’s more to putting up 
such a big building than I thought. It was great learning 
about being a surveyor and  getting to use the 
equipment.”  
Said Ms Terry Kelly, Assistant Principal: Business and 
Enterprise, “This is an amazing and quite an unusual 
resource for a school to have.  The viewing area is 
perfectly placed so that students can learn about all 
aspects of the  building project.  The staff at Balfour 
Beatty are very accommodating.  They are prepared to 

offer sessions covering sustainability and the environment, engineering, design 
and careers in the industry overall.  All these features can be built into lessons so 
we are hoping to take full advantage of this opportunity while it is here.  Our next 
tutorial is for Year 12 A Level students focusing on project management.” 

New Heads of College Appointed contd/.. 

Inside Track contd/... 

Following the enormous success of the 6 previous summer schools Midhurst Rother 
College will this year be hosting Nature Intrepids, a Gifted and Talented Summer 
School aimed at more able Years 5-7 students from Rother Valley Schools. The course 
will run for five days from Monday 1 August to Friday 5 August.  
Our Nature  Intrepids Summer School will investigate and compare different outside 
environments.  Exploring diverse habitats including Shoreham Beach, Iping Common 
our school grounds and  Marwell Zoo. 

 
Calling all 

The new entrance to Midhurst Rother 
College in North Street was today 
transformed by 51 pupils from local 
nurseries who will be students  at the 
College themselves in the next decade.  
In attendance were children from First 
Friends, Early Days Pre-School 
Easebourne, Midhurst Nursery Class 
and Stedham Squirrels Playgroup.   
Along with helpers from the nurseries, 
MRC staff  and newly appointed Head 
Girl and Head Boy, Principal, Dr 

Vitagliano was there filling cans of water for the budding gardeners.  Said Dr Vitagliano, 
“The atmosphere created by the enthusiasm of the nursery pupils was terrific.  We 
were enthralled knowing that these youngsters, the first other than building workers 
to walk up the new drive, will be MRC students one day themselves.”    
Afterwards the pupils retired for refreshments in the  building site viewing area where 
they peered through the safety railings at the hive of industry, and feverish activity of 
all the diggers,  trucks and cranes.   Every little boy’s dream, so much so that Patrick 
from First Friends has already booked his place at MRC saying  “I definitely want to 
come to this school.” 
Balfour Beatty, the construction company overseeing the new college building, took 
great pleasure in supporting the event providing the flowers and offering assistance 
with the planting.  Each child returned to nursery full of exciting stories about the 
building, the new garden, a set of gardening tools and a sticker saying Today I helped 
make the garden of Midhurst Rother College beautiful! 

Everything in our garden is lovely 


