Proud to be prize winners

See full details of our proud prize winners on Page 6

Changes to the format of the Midhurst Rother College Gilbert Hannam Prize Giving Evening this
year were a spectacular success. The annual evening ceremony moved from River Site Hall,
recently demolished as part of the new build programme, to the Jon Barrott Sports Hall with a
reception held in the very contemporary climbing wall area.

Said one guest, “Holding the reception in the climbing wall area was great, it created an instant
buzz which carried on throughout the evening. The atmosphere was exceptional with a collective
sense of pride among students, parents, guests and members of staff.” contd/2

Our special moment in time

Charlie Chatwood, Head Boy, Dr Vitagliano, Principal, and Sophie Lane, Head Girl preparing to bury the
time capsule at our Turf Cutting ceremony held to mark formally the start of our new build programme
- who knows when or why it will be unearthed in the future— student representatives from each year
group at MRC and guest Year 5 pupils from Rother Valley Primary Schools all enjoyed speculating and
views ranged from “...because of another new build programme”, to “...making room for visiting aliens to
park their spaceships”...once we’d established they were friendly aliens, we favoured the latter!

The ceremony took place in glorious sunshine and we were able to share the event with many
prominent members of the community including Lord Cowdray, Reverends Ronchetti (Midhurst
Church), Welsman (Easebourne Church) and Coleman (Methodist Church), Midhurst and Petworth
Rotary members, West Sussex County Council executives and Balfour Beatty, the contractors who
are making our new 2012 building a reality. Sir Ewan Harper CBE, CEO of ULT performed the

ceremony and the ground was blessed by The Venerable Roger Combs, Archdeacon of Horsham.
contd/4
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Partnership News

We are very excited to announce that we have
forged a new partnership with a secondary
school in Kenya—Kibomet.

When offered the chance to participate in the
development of ‘school to school” links
between Kitale, in the Western region of

Kenya and West Sussex primary and
secondary schools, we didn’t hesitate.
Assistant  Principal, Miss Kilpatrick who

specialises in Geography and has in the past
enjoyed work in Africa, was the ideal candidate
to represent MRC, able to bring a great deal of
experience and local knowledge to the project.
Miiss Kilpatrick takes up the story

“I was one of a small group of teachers
representing Sussex schools lucky enough to
visit Kenya in February, to spend time in
potential partner schools wishing to develop
curriculum links and agree ways of working.
The idea is not just that we will have the
chance to get to know the communities of one
another, but also that we will work together
to share ideas, develop joint projects with staff
and students and build a strong relationship
between their lives and ours. It's about
discovering the things we have in common as
well as exploring the differences! contd/2

Capt Mark Kelly, Commander of space
shuttle Endeavour

“...there are a lot of very satisfying
moments, but the most exciting is lift-off.
There’s plenty of risk and it’s pretty
intense when you’re loaded with 500,000
gallons of fuel. We go from zero to
17,500mph in 8mins 20 secs...In the
evening | have time for reflection...peering
back at Earth...you see the atmosphere is
very thin. It looks so fragile...and that
makes me consider what we’re doing to
our planet...”

free to achieve, belong and contribute



Proud to be prizewinners

Revd Stephen Gray, St Giles, Graffham
& St Peter Woolavington

In time held tradition the day began with a church service at Midhurst Church, St Mary
Magdalene and St Denys, conducted by Father Marcus Ronchetti and guest speaker,
Revd Stephen Gray, St Giles, Graffham and St Peter, Woolavington, who engaged the
congregation by including a small celebration of St Patrick’s day with the opening of a
can of Guinness! Readings were by Head Girl, Sophie Lane and Head Boy, Charlie
Chatwood. The music, directed by the College’s Head of Music, Richard Brimacombe,
was provided by the Midhurst Rother College Orchestra. Among the capanologists
calling the congregation to service was Harry Carter, Year 11

student who began his interest in the art for his Duke of

Edinburgh award.

Over four hundred attended the evening ceremony with prizes

awarded to 92 students in total, including the Principal’s Prize

which was received by Head Boy, Charlie Chatwood. Two new awards were introduced this
year, the Tom Smith Art Prize in memory of a Midhurst student, funded by his family and won
by Alice Hatch (Y11), and the Gilbert Hannam Education Foundation Essay Prize sponsored by
the Trustees - First Prize of £100 and special trophy were awarded to Scarlett Harris, 2" of
£30 book vouchers to Caroline Miller and 3™ of £20 book vouchers to Joe Thompson (all Year

11 students).
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Harry Carter,
Y11 making
sure everyone
gets to the
church on
time overseen
by antipodean
friend!

Mr Simon Laver,

DS Jacqui Griffiths and
Mr David Anderson,
Chairman of our Local
Governing Body

Students welcomed special guest Detective Superintendent (Sussex Police) Jacqui Griffiths and guest speaker, Mr Simon Laver,
Director of Perrett Laver. Mr Laver, whose area of professional expertise is senior level executive search, delivered an inspiring
address focused on ‘Leadership in Today’s World’. Mr Laver is a resident of Midhurst and a governor of Shoreham Academy.
His speech which, clearly an enormous success by the acclaim that followed, was directed particularly at the students, looking
into the future, and telling what his expectations of them would be - authenticity, integrity, transparency,
straightforwardness, legitimacy, courage, conviction and responsibility. Students were very impressed and, along with
parents and staff, had no hesitation in offering Mr Laver their congratulations afterwards

.See page 6 for details of our prize winners.

Key contact in Kenya for MRC o

“Kibomet Secondary School, Kitale, was just one of the schools we visited, but

| have to confess that almost immediately | sensed a synergy, that we already

Liam Andrews receiving his prize
for Highest Standard
of Achievement in English

have shared goals and that working together would present enormous benefits

to all students and staff involved. | spent 11 hours at Kibomet one day,
welcomed by everyone and all eager for us to be involved. Principal, Mr
Emmanuel Mukoya and Deputy Mr Moses Luhobe took great pleasure in
opening their school to me, from the student led assembly and observing
lessons in which students are working up to their Kenya National
Examination Council qualifications, to actually taking a couple of sessions
myself on the elements of weather. My style was clearly different from
what the classes were used to, but they were far too polite to be anything

but charming! There are many similarities between our schools, however, including their foundation
which was based on the education of a small number of students only 15, in 1997 (ours was only 12,
but in 1692!) and the fact that although numbers are different (300 students as opposed to our

890) they serve a widespread, rural community and are currently in the middle of a new

build programme! It’s a very exciting project in which I’'m hoping every year group will get

involved; | will regularly update everyone with progress in the Newsletter and on our
website.”

Motivated by maths

MRC’s KS3 students again participated in World Maths Day 2011 by playing online
against students from around the world including countries such as Malaysia, Qatar,
Australia, USA and Belgium. The games were made up of mental calculations of varying
difficulty dependent on age. MRC contributed a whopping 159,854 correct answers
towards the grand total of 428,598,214. Unfortunately this wasn’t quite enough to
beat the world record total set last year but there’s always 2012!

Congratulations must go to MRC's top five students, Peter Thomas of 80M (6,490),
Jacob Calvo-Penfold of 9SAT (2,645), Jake Scutt of 7CWA (2,288), Michael Dennis of
7VCO (2,793) and Joe Casebow of 80M (1,944). A huge well done and thank you to

everyone who took part!

L-r: Joe Casebow, Jacob Calvo-Penfold, Peter Thomas, Michael Dennis and Jake Scutt
proudly holding their World Maths Day Platinum Certificates

Mr Emannuel Mukoya, Principal



Celebrating sport...
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What on earth is it about a ski trip....that makes everyone fall down a lot, grin from ear to ear, happy to

wear silly hats, masks and funny glasses, throw off all inhibitions to perform in a crazy, last night cabaret

and form firm new friendships into the bargain? No idea? ...you'll have to ask our Year 9 and 10 students

who made no attempt whatsoever to break with tradition on their recent trip to Boston, USA and had a
blast!

In no particular order...Zac Simmonds, Jack Benham, Matt Coady, Sam Beesley, Ashley Baker, Lou Simac, Katie Moore, Kieran Harrington, Jen Welsman, Sasha Frankham, Rebecca Romanowicz, Mr Simon Taplin (CDT
Technician), Mr Thompson (Director of Learning/Behaviour, PE teacher/Ski party leader), Joe Cooke, Olly Denis, Joe Harris, Liv Winther, Molly Jones, Lilly Dunning, Millie Bryder, Matt Hayes, Aaron Wakeham, Mrs Heide Evans.

Bronze Award.

There was no break this winter for sailor, Olivia
Winther, Year 10, with training weekends
including the National Sailing Academy in
Weymouth, where the Olympics will be held.
She is on the South Zone Squad and when
recently the squads came together at Hayling
Island she found herself in a fleet of 80 strong,
a new and challenging experience. Ina
championship series over six weekends she and
her helmsman, Emma, achieved a 4th position
in the South Zone Squad. Olivia is looking

forward to several open meetings before the RS Feva National Championships in Abersoch GOOd'LUCk to Ashley Baker (Year 10) and
over May half term. She has chosen sailing as her physical challenge for the Duke of Edinburgh showjumper Cowboy (honorary Year 10!), who

have worked very hard this season and
qualified to compete at the Royal Windsor

Three Y10 BTEC PE

student and Sports

Leaders have been

selected to represent

Midhurst Rother College

at the Davina’s Diva 100 bike ride which sets
off from, and returns to, Cowdray Park Golf
Club on 8 May. They will be helping officials
make sure everyone is in the right place at
the right time and handing out medals to
those who complete the challenge. Davina
McCall initiated this event in support of
Action Medical Research a leading charity
which is dedicated to helping children and
babies.

Left to right Grace Scott, Lou Simac and Katie Moore

Horse Show in May.

Both our girls and boys rugby teams continue
to take their matches by storm—full round up
of the season in our next issue




Our special moment in tiMe wra. ===

The contents of the Time Capsule were designed to provide a snapshot of the here and now and included references to all current students and staff,
prospectuses, a timetable, MRC Newsletters, local and national newspapers, records of our Gilbert Hannam Prize Giving event and a picture record of
our new build project. Visiting Primary Students from Northchapel, Camelsdale, Easebourne and Midhurst were asked to make their contributions
too in addition to each of our local Parish Magazines accompanied many leaflets , brochures and maps covering Midhurst and the surrounding area.
Modern technology even allowed us to pop in the Turf Cutting programme and images of the great day itself, including those you see above.

If you would like to see more photographs and our video please check out our website in the section, Our Building.

Pointing in the right direction

Year 10 GCSE Geography students on their recent field trip to Christchurch Bay.

It takes our breath away

We’re not sure where 6th former,
Adelle Tracey, gets all her energy
from, and more to the point, her
breath, but news has just reached us
that alongside her rigorous training
programme to qualify to be part of
the athletics Team GB, she recently
came second in the adult singing
class at Chichester Music Festival, on
the same day that she won a gold
medal in the South of England Schools
Cross Country relays! Adelle has also been successful in audition and will join a
group of three other young people to record Refuse to Lose, a song planned to
coincide with the 2012 Olympics, written and produced by Robin Mayhew, member
of 60s band, The Presidents. Meanwhile, following a firm offer, Adelle is looking
forward to taking her place in September at Arts University College Bournemouth,
to study Make-up and Prosthetics in performance and Media.

Adelle (left) with fellow singers Kit, Sam and Gabbie

Une soirée de langues

Students Flora Shaw
and Keaton Smoult,
members of the
winning tutor group,
8ST, who on Young
Enterprise Day
collected £56 towards
the final total of £288
to donate to charity Dreams Come True.
This enabled DCT to sponsor a young fan wishing to
attend a Justin Beiber concert. The task of the day was
to decorate, market and sell cupcakes—a very popular
theme indeed!

Years 7 and 8 recently put on a very ambitious Languages Evening to a packed audience and brought
the house down. This was an opportunity for them to demonstrate and showcase some of the
sketches, poems and role plays they have been practising in and out of lessons, both in Spanish and in
French. The Music Group performed a fantastic version of Charles Trenet’s “La Mer” and the sketches
included a French Cinderella, a particular take on Jeremy Kyle, French James Bonds and a variety of
scenarios at the doctor’s, in restaurants and shops, at school and at the cinema. Very well
done to all those who took part; it was a great evening thoroughly enjoyed by parents, fellow

students and staff.

Said Mr Andrew Thomas, Curriculum Leader MFL, “It was fantastic that such a huge number of
students took part. Speaking a foreign language in front of an audience at this age is a great
confidence booster, and it is this confidence that enables people to use languages in real life”

Top left: Josh - Chez le docteur ou le veterinaire Top right: Holly - Jeremy Kyle Bottom left: Lauren - On m’a offert (young children) Bottom middle : Brandon - Chez

le docteur ou le veterinaire Bottom right: Ted and Jacob - On m’a offert (patients in hospital)

4



Attendance
Matters

The importance of young people attending
College with as few breaks as possible needs
no emphasis. Unnecessary
absences mean children miss
out on vital aspects of their
education. Attendance is
very good at
Midhurst Rother College, but
if related issues do arise it is
always our priority to work
closely with parents and
carers to resolve them.
Everyone is aware that
parents and carers are legally
responsible for ensuring their
child’s good attendance, but
not necessarily that this is
tracked by West Sussex County Council as well
as ourselves and that if attendance is poor a
penalty could be imposed. There is now a new
‘trigger point’ at which a WSCC Fixed Penalty
Notice is served — the tenth occasion during
any ten week period. Each day counts as two
occasions (one in the morning and one in the
afternoon).

For more information you can view our
Attendance Matters literature on the website
http://www.mrc-academy.org in the Parents/
Students area. Alternatively you can obtain a
hard copy from Ms Bant, the Home-College
Liaison Officer on telephone number
01730819715

Homework
Live

Our new online homework system

Homework Live is now up and

running, with all homework being

uploaded from the beginning of
the Summer term. Homework Live is
accessible via the Homework tab on Moodle’s
front page, or direct at
http://www.schoolplannerbook.com/midhurst
If you have any queries regarding accessing
homework please contact Mrs Gillian Welsman
at gillian.welsman@mrc-academy.org

Parent Gateway

Our Parent Gateway system will shortly
being going live too. Please make sure
you complete the request to have your
Parent Gateway activated. Letters were
sent home at the beginning of the year,
with many parents taking up the
opportunity to access online data
regarding students in your care. If you
haven’t yet requested your account
activation please complete the form
(http://www.mrc-academy.org/upload/
files/letters/whole school/

100111 parents gateway.pdf ) and return
via Form Tutors to Mrs Gillian Welsman.

- - | MRC NEWSLETTER April 2011-ISSUE 13

As we reach the end of what has been a long and demanding term,
the sun is shining, our students are fully involved in Charities Week
and we are heading towards the end of a very successful term for
Midhurst Rother College.

Earlier in the term we celebrated some very important early exam
results in English and very promising module results for Maths,
however | am now also able to share with you the following early
results as well:

Geography — 88% A*-C

ICT-85% A*-C

Triple Science — Biology 45% A*/A,
Chemistry 55% A*/A (of which 41% were A*)
Physics  32% A*/A

These results reflect the relentlessness with which we are seeking to
improve outcomes for our students. Further early module results are due
over the Easter break. Having said this, | believe the best is yet to come in
the summer.

As a school, we have an absolute duty to improve student out comes, however this does not make
up the whole child. We believe that the freedom to make a contribution is equally as important as
a sense of achievement or one of belonging. To this end, our Charities Week is proving to be a
great success. Our Sixth Form Charity Committee have organised a range of events (Lip Sync, an
Acoustic Gig, Take Me Out, a Super Heroes Dress-up Day, a Sponge the Teacher event and an Own
Clothes Day). The money being raised is going to good causes close to our students’ hearts; Help
for Heroes, The Chichester Foyer and Chestnut Tree House. There is a strong link between a sense
of strong community and a happy and successful school. Year on year our Charities Week has built
up momentum and students and staff enter into the spirit of something that makes a big
difference to other people’s lives.

When | last wrote to you, the River Site Building was in the process of demolition. Since then we
have held a very successful Turf Cutting Ceremony and you will have seen from North Street that
our new entry road is complete and that blue hoardings are hiding the initial stages of our new
building. Over the next few months you will see something different rising from the ground. On
the evenings of Tuesday 14 and Thursday 23 June 2011 (from 5.30pm-7.30pm) we are inviting the
parents of Rother Valley children in Years 3 to 5 to come to one of two evenings to be hosted in
the Midhurst Sports Hall. At these events | and my Senior Leadership Team will be talking about
what the next phase of development involves at Midhurst Rother College. There will also be an
opportunity to see how the building project is progressing.

Whilst the Easter Holiday is nearly upon us, the College will be open over a number of days for
GCSE study and support sessions. This kind of activity involves a strong partnership between
students and staff. Itis particularly admirable that students are willing to give up holiday time in
order to be successful in the summer; a little investment of time now will bring big returns later
on.

It only remains for me to say that | hope all our families have a good Easter Holiday. As always,
there should be ‘downtime’, however it should also be a time when students get ready for their
summer examinations. They are not far away!

Charity Week 2011
Super Heroes and
sponging (2?77?) the
teacher—all in a good
cause!
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CONGRATULATIONS...

to...all our brilliant Gilbert Hannam Prizewinners

THE PRINCIPAL’S PRIZE  Charlie Chatwood, Head Boy

GILBERT HANNAM PRIZES -

Art -Water Colours Jack Clark English Rhiannon Burgess History Laura Westmore

Physical Education Ryan Lewis Science Jessica Quinnell-Spencer

Science & Modern Foreign Languages Lydia Carter-Glue Technology Ben Banbury

GROVER PRIZE Mathematics Jasmine Hall LYELL PRIZE Geography Matthew Cella

NAISH PRIZE Art - Drawing Adelle Tracey

TATCHELL PRIZE Modern Foreign Languages Lucy Skinner Religion & Philosophy Rhys Turner

BRUCE HARRIS MEMORIAL PRIZE Music Caroline Miller TOM SMITH ART PRIZE Alice Hatch

Lucas Bequest Travel Award Sophie Best, George Turrill, Lauren Gilson and Tom Sprinks

Gilbert Hannam Education Foundation Trust Essay Competition

1% Scarlett Harris 2™ Caroline Miller 3™ Joe Thompson

HIGHEST STANDARD OF ACHIEVEMENT

ART Victoria Boreham, Lucy Bryant BUSINESS STUDIES Cameron Schmidt, Tony Scutt

DRAMA Mikaylah Moore, Lauren Eves ENGLISH Liam Andrews, Elizabeth Button, Molly Edwards,
Amber Hill, Emma lllman GEOGRAPHY Alexander King, Jonathan Mitchell HISTORY Alexander Hooker,
Alex Raines, Lisa Reaney ICT Toby Ash MATHEMATICS Thomas Cain, Jemma Frankland, Scarlett Harris,
Alex Piggott, Paige Taylor MEDIA STUDIES Samuel White

MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES Emma Farnell-Watson, Tanya Wilson MUSIC Jack Clarke
PHOTOGRAPHY Richard Lawes, Jasmine Poole PHYSICAL EDUCATION Dean Bicknell, Lucie Challen
PSYCHOLOGY Georgina Price

RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY Verity Brown, Tawny Gallop, Talena Golds, Mark Thomas

SCIENCE A LEVEL BIOLOGY Katie Strange A LEVEL CHEMISTRY Selsie Davey

A LEVEL PHYSICS Catherine Pett GCSE TRIPLE SCIENCE Rory Neil ADDITIONAL SCIENCE Megan Casebow
BTEC SCIENCE Nancy Field-Millard SOCIOLOGY Ellie Moulding TECHNOLOGY - FOOD Shannon Hook
GRAPHIC PRODUCTS Christopher Buss PRODUCT DESIGN Harry Carter TEXTILES Hannah Collins
VOCATIONAL ASDAN QUALIFICATION Alternative Curriculum Education Dominic Groves
VOCATIONAL QUALIFICATION NVQ LEVEL 2 BEAUTY THERAPY Hannah Grant

NVQ LEVEL 3 BEAUTY THERAPY Jessica Smethurst

VOCATIONAL QUALIFICATION COLLEGE COURSE Michael Ford

CONSISTENT HARD WORK IN ALL SUBJECTS

Year 11 Dean Altass-Hye, Archie Challen, Edward Clee, Chelsey Carver, Katy Ellyatt, Gabrielle Fisher,
Phumamin Kanlayanukul, Patrick King, Amy Marks, Ffion Parry, Kirstine Spicer

Sixth Form Luke Cameron, Lauren Gilson, Thomas Spriggs, Scarlett Foyster, Megan Sampson,
Charlotte Vincent, Katherine Wilmshurst, Liam Fox, Thomas Gumbrell, Christopher Bower

tO...Year 8s Peter Thomas, Flora Shaw, Alex Harris, William Keohane, Sarah Kane, Molly
Buxton and Joe Casebow on their success with their performing goldfish, Nemo, who took
them to 3rd place out of 9 schools in the ULT Science Challenge. Congratulations not only
for their excellent placing, but also for the compliments from the organisers at Swindon
Academy about their particularly good behaviour and politeness . Well done team!

COLLEGE COUNSELLING & LIFE SKILLS COACHING SERVICE

Ali Meyrick is the new Lead Counsellor and Life Skills Coach at MRC.

Ali says ‘I think the students are really fortunate with the pastoral
care that is provided at MRC. It is unusual for a school to be so forward thinking in
accepting that students need to feel balanced emotionally to gain the best
academically. | want to remove any stigma about coming to see me. We can all feel
emotionally blocked sometimes and by talking to a professional who respects the
need for confidentiality and remains non-judgemental can be very beneficial. /tis
important for all parents and carers to note that if you do not wish your child to make
use of this service please contact their pastoral leader.

Midhurst and Easebourne Football Club will be starting an Under
16's team for the 2011/2012 season and is looking for more players.
If you are interested, please contact Sandra Largan, Club Secretary
@ home@slargan.fsnet.co.uk.
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Public Holiday—Wedding of Prince William & Miss Kate Middleton

Bank Holiday

InSeT Day

Y5 Fun Maths Roadshow

SHINE (Saturday School) Winchester College
Sustainability Day - Midhurst Site - 10-2pm
Yrs 9&10 Senior Mountbatten sports fixture
Yrs 11, 12 and 13 Exams begin

SHINE (Saturday School) Winchester College
Twickenham International Rugby 7s visit
Y11 Study Leave/Lunch

Y13 Study Leave/Lunch

Half Term Break

College re-opens following Half Term Break
Y7 Parents’ and Carers’ Consultation Evening
Y7 Sustainability Day

SHINE (Saturday School) Winchester College
Y10 Life Skills Day

Maths Challenge - thc

Yrs 3,4,and 5 Rother Valley Visit 6:30-7.30pm
Yrs 7&8 Junior Mountbatten Athletics

Y5 Day

National Colleges Olympic Day

Yrs 3,4,and 5 Rother Valley Visit 6:30-7.30pm
Y6 Music Day for Musicians in Sports Hall
Y11 induction to Year 12

Y13 Prom

Y9 Residential to Paris

National Colleges Sports Day

Y11 Book return day - Capron House 9am-12pm
Y13 last week of exams

Y5 MRC Experience Day

Y11 Leavers Ball

Y12 Futures Day incorporating UCAS — Memorial Hall
InSeT Day

Yrs7-10 Awards Evening

Yr6 into 7 Transition Day

Y9 Band Competition

Band Competition

Sports Day

LGB Meeting @ Capron House

End of lessons for Year 12

Cabaret Night — Sports Hall 7-9.30pm
Vietnam Trip leaves

Activities Week (all week)

Yrs 10&12 work experience

College Closes for Summer Break

Return from Vietnam Trip
'A' Level Results Day
GCSE Results Day

InSeT Day
Y7 & Y12 Only attend
College reopens to all Students

Please note that Examinations Timetables

and details of

Summer Term Revision Support

can be found in the Parent/Student area

on our website
www.mrc-academy.org/
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